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INTRODUCTION 

Although my recent spiritual journey lasted merely four years and not forty years, like the 

journey of the Israelites, I often felt connected to those Israelites who wandered the blazing 

desert by day and the freezing desert by night. While they faced both natural dangers as well as 

attacks from tribes that opposed their presence, the Israelites journeyed on, fueled by their faith 

to complete their arduous journey by foot. 

During these past four years, I have been engaged in my own journey in order to explore 

my faith via a formal seminary education and training from the Association for Clinical Pastoral 

Education, both of which were coupled with a great deal of prayer and meditation. As one will 

see below, I began to truly understand the power of faith—how it brings peace and harmony to 

those suffering from loss—due to my experience as a hospital chaplain. I desire to utilize these 

experiences and serve others by being a beacon of light to those lost in the wilderness; indeed, as 

an ordained chaplain and pastor, I hope to support people in their own faith journeys. 

MY PERSONAL THEOLOGICAL POSITIONS 

UCC Statement of Faith 

The United Church of Christ’s Statement of Faith expresses my theology of the Trinity in 

which God exists as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is the Creator of all things—all that God 

created is good, and because we are created in God’s image, we possess the necessary gifts and 

abilities to resist the temptation of sin and evil and to overcome the challenges of this life. We 

are called to live as examples of God’s unconditional love for all people and to proclaim God’s 

Word to all people. I believe Jesus Christ is my personal Savior and that his resurrection gave 
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believers eternal life. As Christians, Jesus calls us to serve God and God’s people by praising and 

honoring God in all that we do and, in particular, by following the two commandments that Jesus 

recognized as having the greatest importance, namely, to love God with all of who we are and to 

love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 22:37–39). 

I hold that the two sacraments of baptism and communion constitute evidence of our 

covenant of faith in God. I acknowledge they are gifts that not only mediate and inform our faith, 

but also personally nurture and sustain us.1 I further believe that God will judge us by God’s 

righteousness, and that we as sinful humans who believe in God will, by God’s grace, receive 

forgiveness, obtain the strength and courage to do what is right, and obtain that peace that comes 

from being a part of God’s eternal kingdom. My theological beliefs reflect the fundamental 

principles of the UCC Statement of Faith, for I believe that all of us “are one in Christ Jesus.” 

(Gal. 3:28b).2 

The Sacraments: Baptism and Communion 

As noted above, I believe that the sacraments of baptism and communion, as reflected in 

the UCC’s Statement of Faith, are central to our theological stance as a community of faith, for 

we demonstrate our commitment to Christ through our baptism and we remain in communion 

with him through the Eucharist.3 As outlined in Galatians 3:26–28 and the constitution of the 

UCC, baptism unites us with Christ as it is an outward sign of our inward faith commitment. It is 

 
1 I will discuss these sacraments in greater detail in the section that follows. 
2 All Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) unless otherwise indicated. 
3 I appreciate the theological rationale and the various themes and practices as described by the editors of 

the Book of Worship: United Church of Christ (New York: UCC Office for Church Life and Leadership, 1986; repr. 

Cleveland: UCC Local Church Ministries, 2012), 31-33 and 129-31, for each sacrament. I also acknowledge that 

these rites tie to the ecumenical dialogues in which we are often engaged as members of what Louis H. Gunnemann 

calls a “united and uniting” denomination; see his United and Uniting: The Meaning of an Ecclesial Journey 

(Cleveland: United Church Press, 1987), 24. 
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a gift of God that is received by God’s grace and that indicates the beginning of our new life as 

followers of Christ and as committed members of his body, i.e., the universal church. The use of 

water within baptismal rites signifies the presence of the Holy Spirit, symbolizes cleansing and 

creation, and functions as a sign and seal of our discipleship in Christ. The sacrament also recalls 

Jesus’s own baptism (Mark 1:9–11), Jesus’s call to baptize others “in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:16–20), and our own call to “walk in newness of 

life” (Rom. 6:4b).4 

By observing the Eucharist or Holy Communion, we celebrate our commitment to be in 

continuous relationships with God and with one another as we express thankfulness for God’s 

life-giving work. The ritual itself, along with the elements of bread and wine, serve as visible 

reminders of God’s grace, forgiveness, and presence within the community of faith. We are 

welcomed to God’s table, where we all share a simple meal, recall Jesus’s loving sacrifice for us, 

and listen for God, who is still speaking. In the rite of Holy Communion, Christ claims us, and 

collectively we claim that we belong to Christ. It is a sacred time to reflect upon God’s grace and 

our desire for justice, love, and peace in the world; much like a dress rehearsal, we are essentially 

preparing for that heavenly banquet which is ultimately prepared for all.5 

The Bible: Its Authority, Relevance, and Application Today 

Theologically speaking, I believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, having been 

expressed over the course of centuries in oral form and then in written form via human authors 

 
4 Indeed, I support the traditional Trinitarian baptismal formula set forth in the Book of Worship: United 

Church of Christ (132), and the use of sponsors for baptismal candidates (129). 
5 I believe that the various liturgical forms set forth in the Book of Worship: United Church of Christ for the 

administration of Holy Communion (e.g., 83-87) can be profitably used within the context of worship services 

conducted at UCC churches. 
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such as prophets and members of the early church as well as through the ministry and teachings 

of Jesus Christ. 

While skeptics compare reliance on the Bible to using centuries-old science textbooks to 

teach science today, one should consider that science and technology have changed dramatically 

over time, as humans have increased their understanding of the natural world and created new 

processes and inventions. In contrast, human nature has not changed since the period in which 

the Scriptures were written and compiled; even though human culture and social contexts may 

change, the principles of our faith are eternal and immutable. In this way, the Bible remains a 

timeless source of comfort, guidance, and hope, and it can prepare us for any challenges that we 

may face in this life (2 Tim. 3:16–17). 

The Church: Its Mission and Ministry 

One of Jesus’s final admonitions to his disciple Peter was to “feed my sheep” (John 

21:17b), and we as modern-day Christians are called by Jesus, as part of his Great Commission 

(Matt. 28:18–20) to proclaim the gospel to all and to serve our local communities as disciples of 

Christ. This mission is reflected in various contexts of Christian service—whether in hospitals, 

parishes, correctional institutions, or other ministry settings, and in numerous forms of Christian 

education, whether in preaching and teaching, writing, musical expression, or any other means 

that one may use to express God’s Word. In addition, the United Church of Christ possesses a 

remarkable legacy concerning its commitment to addressing social justice issues throughout the 

world, and this heritage calls those of us who are part of the UCC to uphold that commitment 

since it honors Jesus’s exhortation to love God and to love one another (Matt. 22:37–39). 
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The Christian church is the embodiment of Jesus Christ and constitutes a sacred space 

where we can nourish our relationship with him. It is not necessarily something physical such as 

a church building, but it also exists in any place and at any time where individuals can engage in 

worshipping God, from whom all of creation is derived. My ministerial goals are to share both 

the gospel and Christ’s teachings with others in order to strengthen the faith of believers and to 

bring non-believers to faith through God’s Word. Furthermore, I am aligned with the UCC’s 

denominational tradition regarding social justice matters, as I believe that the church universal 

remains the single greatest force for peace and freedom in the world and that we are to improve 

the ways that people relate to one another by invoking the name of Christ who gave his life for 

all of humankind. 

Presently, the church universal and mainline denominations in the United States in 

particular face several challenges—congregations are often torn apart by internal divisions, 

politics, or corrupt leadership, and Christ is simply absent in the lives of many individuals, which 

is manifested in declining parish membership.6 Compounding these issues is a decreased rate of 

enrollment in MDiv programs,7 which has led to a marked decline in the number of pastors who 

are qualified to lead congregations and develop them into the primary centers of faith for their 

local communities. 

A possible solution that will permit churches to reclaim their role as faith-based pillars of 

society is to partake in interfaith initiatives that fight for equality, freedom, and justice for people 

who have been marginalized and endure inordinate levels of suffering. Parishes undertaking this 

 
6 Indeed, thousands of mainline Protestant parishes close each year due to a lack of members to sustain 

church operations. See Young J. Choe, Do You Want to Save The Church? A Handbook for Pastors and Lay People. 

(Lanham, MD: Hamilton Books, 2017), 2. 
7 The number of seminary students in the United States declined by more than 9% from 2006 to 2014, 

according to a North American study conducted by Stanley E. Porter, “The Past, Present, and Future of Seminary 

Education in Canada,” in Christian Higher Education in Canada: Challenges and Opportunities, ed. Stanley E. 

Porter and Bruce G. Fawcett (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2020), 189. 
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critical work will be recognized for their leadership qualities and ability to serve as role models 

for others to emulate. Another area in which congregations—particularly those in mainline 

traditions—can excel is to promote science, demonstrating its compatibility with the tenets of 

Christian faith and showing how science can help humankind understand the cosmic history of 

the created universe and one’s place within it. As people feel connected to the vastness of the 

cosmos, they can recognize that all creation is a gift from God and embrace their role as stewards 

of that gift by addressing urgent matters such as climate change and caring for Earth’s resources. 

WHY BE ORDAINED? 

In my current role as a hospital chaplain and during my prior internships and residencies, 

I have learned how chaplains deliver spiritual care to patients and families. With a measure of 

sensitivity, chaplains can employ a variety of methods—leading prayers, administering religious 

rites and sacraments, offering on-the-spot counseling, etc.—to serve individuals who are often 

beset with distressing medical and religious crises that emerge in a hospital setting and which are 

usually intertwined with one another. Indeed, chaplains often exist in a sort of limbo, caught 

between two formidable worlds: the world of medicine, in which health problems are actively 

(and hopefully) “fixed,” and the world of spirituality in which answers to life’s problems are not 

often easily obtained. 

Within the hospital context, I discovered that I could effect positive change in patients 

and their families and even the medical staff via my tangible in-person interactions with them. 

Having inevitably endured a host of negative emotions by virtue of being at the hospital, simply 

sharing a personal story and having a human connection brings about a great deal of healing, for 

whenever I end a visit, I often ask if there is anything further that I can do to help. Typically, the 
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response I receive is: “No, just talking was incredibly helpful.” Bonding with others—especially 

patients—in this fashion allows me to acknowledge their humanity, which is something that is at 

times trivialized or dismissed by medical staff who are keenly focused upon resolving a person’s 

physical problems. But because a healthy life extends beyond what is physical to one’s mental, 

emotional, and spiritual health, chaplains are needed to nurture one’s mind and soul. 

I further find that patients battling a significant or perhaps mortal illness begin to question 

the very foundations of life itself. Their inquiries are often existential in nature. “What gives 

hope and meaning to my life?” “Who makes up my support network?” “Why is God doing this 

to me?” “What makes my life worth living?” These experiences reveal that the art of healthcare 

chaplaincy is deeply rooted in communication and listening. Indeed, my professional training as 

a chaplain influences how I engage in conversations with others: I may extensively employ open-

ended questions, guide individuals as they review what is essential in their life, and give people 

the space they need to grapple with the complex situations that they face. 

Given the foregoing, I believe that my ordination is not only for my calling as a part-time 

or associate pastor role in a local church, but that it is a critical aspect of my calling to become a 

part-time chaplain who can play an integral role in a healthcare environment. As such, there will 

always be two aspects to my ministry: I want to guide individuals and their families who find 

themselves—often involuntarily—in a hospital setting as well as ordinary congregants in a parish 

setting on their respective healing journeys that will lead to their well-being. As an ordained 

minister, I desire to have opportunities to share the sacraments of communion and baptism, and 

to officiate weddings for those in need within both hospitals and church contexts.8 As I discussed 

above, the church’s sacraments bring a plethora of benefits to those who receive them, for they 

 
8 While performing a marriage ceremony might not occur often in a hospital context, it would not be 

entirely unheard of for a chaplain to function in such a manner. 
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strengthen the bond between humans and God, and they can spiritually heal people who in their 

most difficult times lack hope. 

A potential third sphere of my ministry that I envision—beyond any work I perform in a 

hospital or church environment—is to provide compassionate chaplaincy services for senior 

citizens who cannot leave their care facilities, of which there are several in my hometown of 

Lombard, Illinois. Such individuals are often underserved, but this was especially acute during 

and after the COVID-19 pandemic. They need someone to regularly provide them with spiritual 

care and the church’s sacraments.  

UCC Identity: Why be Ordained in the UCC? 

I have been a member of the United Church of Christ for over ten years: initially, I was a 

member of the Second Congregational UCC in Rockford, Illinois, and now I am a member of the 

First Church of Lombard (FCOL) UCC. During this period, I became familiar with UCC history 

and polity as a regular member of each congregation, as a member of the FCOL Council, as a 

volunteer on many FCOL committees, and as an attendee at Chicago Metropolitan Association 

and Illinois Conference UCC events. In 2019, I took the UCC History and Polity course offered 

by Chicago Theological Seminary and taught by Rev. John H. Thomas, former General Minister 

and President of the UCC. Reflecting upon my life experiences and relating them to what was 

taught in class, I believe that the UCC’s ministry and mission are consistent with my own 

theological underpinnings and beliefs, and I think that I can fulfill the requirements and 

expectations of one who seeks to be ordained by the UCC. 

As a covenantal denomination, the UCC places Christ at its center and calls its members 

to be in covenant with God and with all of God’s people. In addition, ministers within the UCC 
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also enter into a covenant with church members to be disciples of Christ in all that we do. These 

covenantal principles, embedded in the UCC’s constitution, guide my daily activities as a 

member of the United Church of Christ. Furthermore, the congregationalism that is an inherent 

part of the UCC’s history aligns with my own beliefs and experiences participating in volunteer-

led organizations for several decades—I have become comfortable with collaborating with others 

and understanding how responsibilities can be shared between clergy and lay leadership. 

The UCC’s commitment to social justice is also compelling to me, as the activism and 

volunteering to which I have dedicated my adult life have been on behalf of the oppressed, 

marginalized, and underserved in our society. It is a blessing to participate in mission work that 

impacts others locally, regionally, and globally and aims to “speak truth to power, liberate the 

oppressed, care for the poor, and comfort the afflicted.”9 Finally, the UCC’s history as a “united 

and uniting”10 church that came into being via the 1957 union of two historic denominations 

(each of which arose from earlier unions themselves) appeals to me because of its relevance in an 

era of national divisiveness and disharmony. The UCC, in all of its diversity, can still accurately 

reflect Jesus’s desire—seen in the UCC crest—“that they all may be one” (John 17:21). This 

aligns with my own theology of how vital it is for churches to understand that unity does not 

mean uniformity; ministry requires a degree of flexibility so that the constancy of Christ and his 

teachings can be seen and applied in new and meaningful ways. In other words, people should 

avoid placing a period where God has placed a comma, in line with the UCC’s “God Is Still 

Speaking”11 campaign from 2003, which reminds us that we should remain careful listeners. 

 
9 Steven L. Jeffers, Michael E. Nelson, Vern Barnet, and Michael C. Brannigan, eds., The Essential Guide 

to Religious Traditions and Spirituality for Health Care Providers (Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press, 2019), 378. 
10 On which see 2n3 above. 
11 Cheryl M. Peterson, Who Is the Church? An Ecclesiology for the Twenty-First Century (Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 2013), 3. 
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MY INFLUENCES: PREACHERS, THEOLOGIANS, AND WRITERS 

The chief biblical text that helps me understand how God’s Word relates to the current 

state of the world is the Gospel of Luke, the writer of which sought to center oppressed and 

marginalized individuals—and especially women who were often forgotten in a patriarchal 

society—in his story about Jesus and his earthly ministry. Too often, Christian institutions have 

failed to affirm women in the community of faith, particularly when it comes to leadership roles, 

and frequently misapplied biblical texts have been employed in the pursuit of such subjugation. 

That the Bible itself was a product of a patriarchal world meant that—unless they acted outside 

of what was normative for them—women were often unnamed, spoke few words, and were 

portrayed as low-status individuals who occupied menial roles. Yet an examination of Luke’s 

Gospel demonstrates the extent to which women were a core part of Jesus’s beloved community, 

for it shows them operating at their full potential. Luke further highlights the needs of those 

victimized by broader society, an area neglected by many in our capitalistic world but which is a 

present focus of my ministry. 

Theologians and church leaders whose texts remain compelling to me include Martin 

Luther’s groundbreaking work from which sprang the Reformation and, from the modern era, the 

writings of Reinhold Niebuhr, including his Moral Man and Immoral Society: A Study in Ethics 

and Politics (1932)12 that forged new paths about theology in the so-called public square. I also 

appreciate Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s courage in confronting the Nazi regime and his book The Cost 

of Discipleship (1937),13 in which he explicates what it means to follow Jesus. Finally, I gained a 

 
12 Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society: A Study in Ethics and Politics (New York: Charles 

Scribner’s Sons, 1932). 
13 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, trans. Reginald H. Fuller (New York: Macmillan, 1959). 
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better understanding of my faith from reading Paul Tillich’s three-volume Systematic Theology 

(1951–63).14 

Three preachers whose ministry has gripped and captivated me include Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., whose sermons were foundational for the Civil Rights Movement, his protégé 

Rev. Andrew Young, who continued King’s work while employing his own tone and style, and 

the radical and battle-hardened pastor-activist Rev. Dr. William Barber III, each of whom has 

given humankind messages of hope in difficult times. I have also improved my own sermons by 

learning about their intensive preparation process and their unique ability to link God’s Word 

with the struggles of people in the present day. I appreciate how their extraordinary speaking 

capabilities have changed the world and all of humanity for the better. King, in particular, 

demonstrated what it meant to sacrifice one’s own comfort in order to serve God and God’s 

people as well as the common good. He had a doctoral degree, a new ecclesiastical position, and 

a beautiful family, but he was determined to do whatever it took, up to and including his own 

martyrdom, to end racism, segregation, war, and poverty and change the lives of millions. 

I was introduced to Barber’s ministry via a class I had taken at Chicago Theological 

Seminary called “Living into Our Commitments,” taught by Dr. Rachel S. Mikva. Barber calls 

for a faith-based, grassroots movement for social justice known as the “Third Reconstruction,” 

which forms the title of his 2016 book that describes his vision.15 While fully aware of the 

suspicions that biblical language arouses within modern progressive circles, Barber still insists 

on viewing the struggle for justice through a moral prism that has God as its backstop. His 

homiletical style mixes heartfelt doses of old-time religion with modern-day activism in equal 

 
14 Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology, 3 vols. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951–63). 
15 William J. Barber III, The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement Is Overcoming the Politics of 

Division and Fear (Boston: Beacon Press, 2016). 
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measure and with an oratorical flourish. I believe that Barber has recaptured King’s ideals as he 

enjoins people to interrupt patterns of injustice and to build a better world for those whose needs 

have been largely ignored by prevailing American society. 

Closer to home, I am indebted to the preaching ministries of local UCC pastors such as 

Rev. Julian DeShazier, Rev. Jamie Frazier, Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, and Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright 

Jr., all of whom function within urban contexts in general and economically struggling Chicago 

neighborhoods in particular. Finally, I include Pastor Michelle Hughs as a powerful preacher 

who helped me grow spiritually during her two-year term as interim pastor at First Church of 

Lombard. She taught me how to bring so-called difficult conversations or topics, e.g., racism, 

classism, and sexism, into the pulpit space and to allow the pain and hardship endured by the 

oppressed to be felt by oppressors or bystanders. Because of her leadership, a social justice 

committee was established called the Amos Project; this type of ministry is something I wish to 

mirror in any future churches I lead. 

MY PRESENT CALL TO MINISTRY 

While there are many opportunities to serve in God’s kingdom, I feel called by God to 

continue my ministry in a dual capacity, i.e., as a local parish pastor and as a part-time chaplain 

at my neighborhood hospital. I was blessed to have many opportunities to work as a pastoral 

intern for two different congregations, as an intern chaplain at a Trauma-Level-1 hospital, and as 

a resident chaplain at a Trauma-Level-2 hospital. I have also functioned as a church council 

officer and as a volunteer and ministry leader in both of my UCC churches. I believe these 

various roles and experiences will foster the strength and effectiveness I need as a pastor.  
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While these roles have only heightened my passion and desire to serve individuals who 

have spiritual needs, my other work-life experiences allowed me to hone my skills in leadership, 

finance, fundraising, human resources, and organizational management, all of which are tasks 

that are critical to parish administration and ministry. At my present church, FCOL, I am an 

acting member of the Amos Project, a Co-Director of the Green Team, and the Women’s 

Fellowship Secretary. It is my prayer that I may find an associate minister position at a parish 

within the Chicago Metropolitan Association while I continue my work as a registry hospital 

chaplain. 

Pastoral Ethics and Boundaries 

I understand, embrace, and plan to follow the ethics of ministry codes outlined in the 

UCC Manual on Ministry (MOM). Leading an exemplary life that has a basis in Scripture is 

critical as my words and actions as a minister serve as a witness to the Christian faith and as a 

model of Christian life. I also recognize that as ministers, we must commit to continuous 

learning and ongoing development of our pastoral skills to promote the church’s growth. To this 

end, I completed the MDiv program at Chicago Theological Seminary, where I obtained or 

enhanced the skillsets required to succeed in ministry. 

It is through my work as a hospital chaplain that I was reminded of the importance of 

having boundaries. This real or imagined line that marks the limit of something is the safeguard 

for myself and those I serve. An example of this is when I was served a family that had begun 

the anticipatory grief process, as their loved one was at the last stage of living. I promised them a 

few things that I should not of. I promised that I would return on Monday to serve them, I 

promised them a Catholic priest for anointment, and I assured them I would continue to pray for 
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them and the patient. I was only in control of one of those actions, praying. I had no control of 

when and if the Catholic priest would show, nor did I know Doc would die the next day. My 

need to feel better in a bleak situation caused me to become a problem solver and not a chaplain. 

I hurt the family by breaking a promise and I hurt myself by carrying the guilt of a broken 

promise. I violated the boundaries set by what a chaplain is to do, listen and be present. 

Finally, as a minister, I understand that I am called to model God’s unconditional love in 

all that I think, say, and do towards all people who are created in God’s image. Admittedly, I am 

a sinner who sometimes falls short of these expectations despite my best intentions and efforts, 

but I am committed to improving myself in these areas. I am committed to observing and 

complying with all UCC codes of conduct and policies outlined in the MOM regarding ethical 

behavior as a minister. In addition, I completed CMA-sponsored boundary training coursework 

in 2019, as well as pastoral ethics classes at Chicago Theological Seminary. 

Ordination Vows 

Having reviewed the UCC service of ordination set forth in the Book of Worship: United 

Church of Christ,16 I observed that the ordinand takes upon themselves certain vows,17 i.e., the 

several commitments that one must make when desiring ordination within the UCC. During my 

period of discernment, I will attend other ordination services held by the Chicago Metropolitan 

Association of the Illinois Conference UCC in order to understand these vows better and thus 

wholeheartedly and without reservation commit to fulfill these same promises if I am ultimately 

 
16 Book of Worship: United Church of Christ, 400-11. 
17 Ibid., 407-08. 
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presented for ordination. I would subsequently perform all aspects of my ministry in accordance 

with my vows. 

Life Milestones and My Call to Ministry 

I am a Christian, but I was raised in a home where God was absent. As a result, I partook 

in the Catholic sacraments of baptism, communion, and confirmation as part of a cultural rather 

than religious ritual and tradition. Only during my adolescence was I properly introduced, so to 

speak, to Jesus, God, and the Catholic faith at my local parish, St. Gertrude’s. My spiritual 

journey began in earnest as I became more active in Bible study and my youth group with the 

help of my best friend Julie and her family. However, my desire to become more active in the 

Catholic faith was crushed as I was essentially exiled by the Pope’s decision to ban me from the 

sacraments of communion and holy burial because of my sexual orientation. 

After a decade of being “lost in the wilderness,” I found my way to the welcoming 

embrace of an Open and Affirming UCC church, namely the Second Congregational Church in 

Rockford, Illinois. Two pastors there—Mike and Dave—served as mentors and guides for my 

spiritual journey. I then served as an intern at the Second Congregational Church of LaGrange. 

During this time, I was fulfilling my life’s mission as an inner-city high school teacher in a 

crime-ridden, poverty-stricken, and gang-infested area on the South Side of Chicago. Over the 

course of 37 years, I taught over 2,700 students to become leaders who could foster change and 

live out their lives as Jesus did. Having retired from teaching, I wanted to continue my mission to 

help inner-city kids, but this time as a minister. 

My most meaningful and transformative faith experience was earning my MDiv degree 

from Chicago Theological Seminary. I found that the quality of the faculty, curriculum, and my 
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fellow students was exceptional. Although academically demanding, the process had exceeded 

my expectations and encouraged me to look forward to any future challenges to which God calls 

me. A highlight of the MDiv program was my ability to attend the 2018 Parliament of the 

World’s Religions in Toronto, where I felt every part of my body was invigorated with an 

intense sensation of God’s love and hope for the world, which only confirmed for me that my 

new calling of becoming a minister was the right one. 

Another significant faith experience is my volunteer work at my home church, FCOL. 

Each Wednesday, I cook for a program called Community Table, where we open our church 

doors and serve over 100 patrons a delicious, well-balanced meal complete with linen tablecloths 

and napkins and live piano music. In this sacred, safe space, we celebrate our guests’ birthdays 

and other life accomplishments; this has become a place where everyone has a seat at the table 

and where all of God’s children can share bread. On Thursdays, I used to volunteer at the 

Women and Children Center–First Things First (FTF) program, where we helped young mothers 

and children by providing them with diapers, food, and clothing, as well as additional social 

services. As an intake counselor, I identified each family’s needs and provided them with hope 

and material items. In both roles, I learned how much one person and one organization could 

positively impact so many others. I plan to continue this sort of work as a pastor. 

My most important personal experiences include my marriage, giving birth to my son, 

Anthony, and watching my twenty nieces and nephews grow up. In a similar vein, I have had 

many satisfying professional experiences, such as watching my students grow up to become 

leaders and active citizens in their communities. For example, one student became a guard at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Washington, DC, and another headed a community center in 

Chicago, and yet another taught history at a California high school. In addition, I found it 
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intellectually fulfilling to use a variety of methodologies and strategies to reach and teach as 

many children as possible, giving them the guidance and hope they needed for adulthood so that 

they knew they never had to walk alone. Although my own life experiences were filled with 

barriers and challenges, I inherently knew that I would never have to face them solo, for God, my 

family, and my church family were always with me. Finally, as a representative for the Chicago 

Teachers Union, I successfully led caucuses that amended the teachers’ contract to allow equal 

pay for female coaches, to loan sick leave to employees who were in need, and to add a clause to 

protect LGBTQ+ employees from discrimination. 

Personal Aspects of My Call to Ministry 

If I felt lost at various points in my life, my relationship with God ultimately allowed me 

to find my way. The first instance when this occurred—which continues to resonate throughout 

my life—was when I was one semester away from graduating as a registered nurse. I had entered 

a field of study based upon the desire of my parents’ hearts and not that of my own heart. A field 

such as nursing required passion, but I had no passion for it. What should I do? I prayed to God 

and asked for direction; within a month, I had three identical dreams in which I met Jesus in a 

garden surrounded by children, and he told me to teach God’s Word. 

When I woke up after that third dream, I had peace in my heart and knew I needed to find 

my passion which involved teaching. Upon further reflection, I discovered my calling as a 

schoolteacher, and within two years, I found my true passion within the walls of the classroom. I 

then dedicated the next 37 years of my life to teaching God’s Word without mentioning God’s 

name in particular. I taught in a challenging urban public-school setting, as discussed in part 

above, but while my subject matter was history, I was committed to teaching my students to live 
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as Jesus did: they learned about social justice and activism, how to solve problems, and how to 

lead. Like Jesus, I gave my students a voice when they felt muted by society and bullies, and 

they knew how to stand up against injustice, discrimination, and hatred even when they were 

paralyzed by fear. I also showed them the beauty of grace, the freeing of forgiveness, and the 

power of tolerance—all actions that one finds in Scripture. After they graduated, I observed via 

social media that they continued to employ the tools and lessons from my time with them. 

In 2017, I found myself lost again as my teaching career was winding down. How could I 

continue my passion for teaching outside of my school environment? Somehow, I knew my 

calling to teach God’s Word was not over. I had so much passion and energy to lead by example, 

as many ministers do, but I just needed to find a different flock based on my religious history. I 

knew navigating through faith traditions would be a learning experience in itself. 

As discussed above, I grew up Catholic; while I could not become an altar boy, the 

catechism was where I found my joy. I had become involved in Bible studies and the church’s 

youth group. As a young adult, I taught Catholic education classes and became one of the first 

female liturgists at my church. At this point, given my circumstances, I was nearly at the peak of 

what I could achieve. After the Pope condemned me and millions of others to hell based on our 

sexual orientation, I left Catholicism and joined the Metropolitan Community Church of 

Hinsdale, where I was welcomed. The sense of belonging to a community ignited my desire to 

become an active member of the church, so I worked on both the physical aspects of the parish 

as well as membership and fundraising activities. 

Several years later, I married the love of my life and relocated to the conservative city of 

Rockford, Illinois. After weeks of researching and attending various churches, I found that the 

Second Congregational Church was a perfect fit. My two pastors were both supportive and great 
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mentors. Both were community activists, and one of them had led one of the largest protests in 

Rockford’s history concerning the murder of an unarmed African American by the police. 

As my life situation changed and I moved closer to family, I found myself looking for a 

new flock. This time I was fortunate enough to join my sister’s church in my new hometown of 

Lombard. For the last ten years, I have been an active member of FCOL, and I strive to live my 

life as an apostle of Jesus through my actions, teaching, and words. As previously noted, I 

volunteer in several ways: not only do I serve on various committees, but I help out at various 

events. As I led the Worship Committee (WC), in which we collaborated with the pastor on 

every detail of our worship service (selecting the liturgy and music, designing the bulletin and 

PowerPoint slides, setting up the sacraments, etc.), I found my next passion, which was to 

become a minister myself. I loved the challenge of continuously adapting our services, blending 

modern technology with traditional worship resources, to express God’s message for God’s 

people today and to meet the needs of our members and visitors. 

The first step towards meeting my goal to become an associate pastor began when I 

applied to become an MDiv student at Chicago Theological Seminary, which had an excellent 

reputation for teaching individuals to become effective, compassionate, and listening leaders 

within their faith communities, all qualities that I wanted to embrace as a minister. Having now 

graduated from CTS and completing my chaplain residency, I will continue to deliver the 

message that Jesus gave me in that recurring dream three decades ago and teach God’s Word. 

Yet I know that my life and actions must match my words if I want to truly model the 

works of Jesus and the biblical message. My desire is for religious institutions within local 

communities to function as a moral compass that guides others via the Word of God. Religious 

bodies can help unify communities if their leaders and members focus upon our common goals 
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and similarities instead of our theological differences. Having experienced working with other 

social agencies, non-profit organizations, and houses of worship, I learned that a community’s 

needs could be effectively fulfilled when such groups work cooperatively to end hate, injustice, 

and violence and to promote love and peace. 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

I am blessed and grateful for this evaluation process that is part of being a member in 

discernment, and it is my sincere hope and dream that one day I will indeed be ordained by the 

United Church of Christ as an associate pastor and hospital chaplain. Thank you for your 

consideration. 
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