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UCC VISITING SCHOLAR TRACI BLACKMON TO PRESENT “AFTER THE
ELECTIONS: OUR COMMON WORK AS A SOCIETY” ON FEB. 23

ELMHURST, Ill.—The Rev. Traci Blackmon is the associate general minister of justice and
local ministries for the United Church of Christ. Her life’s work focuses on communal resistance
to systemic injustice through the redemptive power of love, and she is a sought-after voice for
her insights on congregational and community engagement.

Rev. Blackmon is EImhurst University’s national UCC Visiting Scholar this year. On Tuesday,
Feb. 23, the University and the Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ will host
Blackmon for the virtual lecture and conversation “After the Elections: Our Common Work as a
Society.”

Blackmon’s work has been featured in documentaries and print publications, and she is a
frequent contributor to national and international media outlets. Her faith leadership in the
aftermath of the 2014 killing of Michael Brown Jr., in Ferguson, Mo., led to her appointment to
the President's Advisory Council on Faith-Based Neighborhood Partnerships for the White
House, under President Barack Obama. She is a recipient of the NAACP Rosa Parks Award, and
was named one of the 15 Faith Leaders to Watch in 2020 by the Center for American Progress.

Her virtual lecture will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 23. Admission is free but registration
is required, by visiting_elmhurst.edu/cultural. An access link to the virtual event will be provided
closer to the event date. The DuPage NAACP and the president of Chicago Theological
Seminary are co-sponsors of this event. For more information, please contact the Rev. H. Scott
Matheney, Office of the Chaplain, at (630) 617-3025 or hscottm@elmhurst.edu.

Elmhurst University is a leading four-year institution of higher education that seamlessly blends
liberal learning and professional preparation to help students reach their full potential. Founded
in 1871, EImhurst now offers more than 70 undergraduate programs of study, more than 20
graduate and certificate programs in flexible formats, and the EImhurst Learning and Success
Academy for young adults with differing abilities. EImhurst University, formerly EImhurst
College, is affiliated with the United Church of Christ, and is among the top-ranked colleges and
universities in the Midwest, according to U.S. News & World Report.
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