July 2021

United Church of Christ 2021 General Synod
Sunday, July 11 through Sunday, July 18

The Special Edition 2021 General Synod is
underway! This is the first time that General Synod
has been done virtually, but the connections and
networking are still there, the worship is every bit as
powerful, the keynote speakers are impactful and
moving, and there are some very important
resolutions coming before the Synod. Check out
some of what has already happened this week below
and stay tuned for more updates in the coming weeks.
Click on the images to be directed to the full article on each event.
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The UCC continued its
decades-long advocacy for
fairness in society by
declaring racism as a public
health crisis during plenary
on Sunday evening, July
11. The resolution observes
that “racial inequalities
persist in every system of
society, and thus a specific
anti-racist lens is required
for health equity and broader
systemic change.” The full
text of the resolution can be
found here.

CMA Justice and Witness 2021-2022 Year End Report

Nancy Heil, Vice-Chair
After George Floyd's murder, the Justice and Witness Ministry
decided to work on the urgent, but longstanding problem of American
racism as it is experienced in metropolitan Chicago. To that end, we
met four times over the summer of 2020, rather than take any months
off. Click below to see the actions of our ministry during the past year.

Read more

People “love to tell the story” of their campfire
experiences, the new friends, the special
moments where camp became a part of their life.
We've heard testimonies of our volunteers and
dedicated staff that look forward every year to
making you feel like family, where you are
accepted, where you explore what you could be
and who you can be.
The realization is that the value of camp is a life changed. The best investment you
will ever make is keeping our camps alive and flourishing. Please visit our ODM website
and considering making a donation to keep our campfires burning bright into the
future.
Visit Illinois Outdoor Ministries

A Heartfelt THANK YOU!!
from 3 Great Loves
Rev. Dave Sigmund, 3 Great Loves Ambassador
Rev. Kim Whisler-Vasko, 3 Great Loves Coordinator
As we sunset 3 Great Loves at General Synod, we want to extend a heartfelt Thank You,
United Church of Christ. Thank You for being God’s love in motion through our shared
missional initiative 3 Great Loves; Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of
Creation. Thank you for your love for God and your embodiment of God’s love these past
4 years, yes, but also every day of every year.
We wholeheartedly invite you to continue the movement of God’s embodied love and
justice and to Join the Movement beginning at the Special Edition General Synod this
week. Be blessed and thank you for blessing so many lives, including ours, through your
living out the love of God. Keep on living the love!
To find out more about the UCC's new missional undertaking for the next biennium, Join
the Movement, click here.

Training Opportunities and Resources

Nationwide tour raising
awareness about Sudden
Cardiac Arrest and CPR
arrives at St. Paul's UCC in
Downers Grove on July 17
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Click for more information.

Antiracism in Children's
Literature event sponsored
by Open Table UCC in
Ottawa on Thursday, July
22 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.
Click for more information.

Faith-based organizations
are often deeply invested
and engaged in equity work
in their communities.
How can faith-based
organizations promote
health equity? Click here to
find out more!

Advocate Aurora Faith & Health Partnerships
Chicagoland Trauma Informed Congregations Network
Upcoming Events

Responding, Reopening, Rejuvenating
July 22, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
This July Community of Practice will include conversation to help faith communities safely
reopen and build strategies to address community health concerns. Led by Dr. Geraldine
Luna, Medical Director for the COVID-19 Initiative, and Dr. Wilnise Jasmin, Medical
Director of Behavioral Health at the Chicago Department of Public Health.
Topics they will address include:
Adapting plans, policies, and practices to safeguard our communities during
reconstitution, consistent with appropriate COVID-19 guidance and recommended
community mitigation measures.
Building trust and trustworthiness between communities and those bringing
vaccinations to the communities.
Successful strategies for reaching vaccine-hesitant communities.
What we have learned about how to build stronger and lasting relationships
between communities and public health in preparation for the next pandemic or
natural disaster.
Click here to view the "Safely Reopening Our Doors" Toolkit.
Register Here

The Tsunami of COVID-19 Complicated Grief and Loss
July 22, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Faith leaders in professional and public grief education, bereavement,
counseling and grief research have identified the coming of another
pandemic wave and have called for a national strategy to address the
grief complications and necessary care as a result of this oncoming
tsunami of grief.

This workshop will engage participants and faith leaders in the exploration of, the nature,
the course and impacts of COVID-19 related complicated grief, loss and ongoing
psychological trauma that is coming our way.
Zoom webinar Information:
Meeting ID 969 6520 8870
Passcode: 119023

Spiritual Leadership in Times of Crisis
July 27, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Let’s face it. It’s been a tough year. You may be questioning what it means to be a
religious and spiritual leader during times of stress and crisis. You may feel like you are
being asked to walk on water, lead through a wilderness, and do the impossible.
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Educators from Advocate Aurora Health invite you to an
opportunity to reflect on our times and what it means to be a leader. Sessions will allow
you to reflect on your practice as a faith leader, get ideas and input, try something new
and continue learning, feeling and moving into these issues thoughtfully and safely. This
program will use the CPE model of action, reflection, and adjustment, but previous CPE
experience is not required. Click here to download the flyer.
Register Here

Rooted in Love: 2021 Stewardship Theme Materials
United Church of Christ Resources
Coordinated stewardship materials for your congregation's annual
stewardship efforts. The “Rooted in Love” theme draws inspiration from
Psalm 1: “They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield
their fruit in its season."

Resources include:
Directions and suggestions for an effective campaign
Social media and email directions
Letters and newsletter articles (ready for editing)
OCWM Basic Support Coloring Pages
Theme artwork (formats: PDF | EPS | JPG | PNG), including for social media.
View Resources Here

COVID-19 Vaccination Updates and More
Advocate Health Care (E-Newsletter)

COVID-19 Vaccine
Getting vaccinated is safe, effective and will help us beat COVID-19. We're currently
vaccinating anyone 12 and older in Illinois and Wisconsin.
Our Safe Care Promise helps protect you and our team members. Wearing masks, social
distancing and washing your hands are important – even after you’re vaccinated. It’ll take
time to immunize enough people to stop the virus from spreading, so mask up!

COVID-19 Testing
We’re offering COVID-19 tests at our Advocate Immediate Care and Aurora Urgent Care
locations – regardless of symptoms or exposure. Testing is available via walk-in or by
appointment. You can expect to receive your results within 48 hours.
Haga clic aquí para ver Spanish-language COVID-19 e-newsletter

Employment Opportunities
Click links to view Ministerial opportunities within the Illinois Conference.
First Congregational Church of Dundee seeks PT Director of Children & Youth Ministries
St. Paul UCC, Belleville seeks Director of Faith Formation and Care
Off the Pews seeks Executive Director
Christ Church UCC in Des Plaines seeks Church Administrative Assistant

Conference and UCC Calendar for June
July 11-18: 2021 General Synod 33 - Rooted in Love. Synod is underway! Worship is free
for everyone. Closing worship is Sunday, July 18 at 5:00 p.m. and can also be viewed on
Facebook or YouTube.
July 17: Every Second Counts CPR Awareness. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Paul's UCC in
Downers Grove.
July 21: Stronger Together as One Conference. 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Join the Illinois
Conference Ministry Leadership Team as we strengthen our connection with this week’s
featured speaker.
July 22: Responding, Reopening, Rejuvenating . 9:00-11:00 a.m. Brought to you by
Advocate Aurora Health and Faith Partners: July Community of Practice. Register online.
July 22: The Tsunami of COVID-19 Complicated Grief and Loss. 1:00-2:30 p.m. on Zoom.
Sponsored by Advocate Aurora Health and Faith Partners. Zoom information above.
July 22: Antiracism in Children's Literature. 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. Sponsored by Open Table
UCC in Ottawa.
July 24: Ecclesiastical Council for Jon Gilbert Martinez. 6:00 p.m. via Zoom. CMA and
Cluster One lay leaders and clergy should RSVP to Rev. Tim Stevens.
July 25: Ecclesiastical Council for Quinn Rosenthal. 6:00 p.m. via Zoom. Fox Valley
Association clergy and lay leaders are required to register in advance.
July 25: Emington Congregational Service of Completion . 2:00 p.m. Worship with
fellowship to follow. All are welcome.
July 27: Spiritual Leadership in Times of Crisis. 1:00-3:00 p.m. Sponsored by Advocate

Aurora Faith and Health Partners. Register online.
July 28: Stronger Together as One Conference. 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Illinois Conference
Update. Come hear about what happened during General Synod!

Upcoming Events
Sept. 23: Strides for Peace Race, 6:00 p.m. Advocate Aurora Health is sponsoring the
annual Strides for Peace Race Against Gun Violence held in Chicago and virtually this
year.
Oct. 1-2: Illinois Conference Women’s Retreat. “Choose Joy” is the theme for this year.
Remember to mark your calendars! More information coming soon.
Oct. 6-7: Association of Interim Ministers invites you to the AIM Conference happening at
the Starved Rock Conference Center. The theme is "Telling the Real Story" and the
event is open to all clergy, as well as lay leaders and anyone who wants to see biblical
stories in a new light! Click here for more information.
Nov. 20: Illinois Conference Annual Celebration. Save the date!

Church Newsletter Request
Please send us your newsletters so we can keep up with what's going on in your church.
Address for printed newsletters: Illinois Conference UCC, 1840 Westchester Blvd., Suite
200, Westchester, IL 60154. Electronic newsletters: Please add Sarah Lohrbach at
SarahLohrbach@ilucc.org to your church’s mailing list.

Visit our
website








DONATE NOW!
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