
August 2021 E-Blast, First Edition

Next week, watch for our Special Edition E-Blast
about the recent General Synod!

In this special E-Blast you will find information about the
resolutions that were submitted and voted on, the workshops
offered, the special events, amazing worship, and incredible
keynote speakers. Our Illinois Conference Delegates will also
be sharing about their experiences during Synod.

The People's Ordinance Passed-Now What?
Community Renewal Society

"On July 21, Community Renewal Society,
working with the Grassroots Alliance on
Police Accountability and Chicago Alliance
Against Racist and Political Repression,
and the tens of thousands of community
members they represent, achieved an
unprecedented victory in policing reform in
Chicago with the passing of the
Empowering Communities for Public Safety
ECPS Ordinance. Due to the extensive involvement by the community in both the original
coalitions, the ordinance is commonly known as the People’s Ordinance. This is what
democracy looks like!"

"The ECPS Ordinance provides the deepest level of community engagement in policing in
the nation. This victory has significant repercussions across the nation. The commission
that will be established serves as a model for other cities to follow..."

Read the Full Article HereRead the Full Article Here

Valerie Russell Lecture by Dr. Joy DeGruy
UCC General Synod

In response to the many requests for access to the Valerie Russell Lecture by Dr. Joy
DeGruy experienced during General Synod, the UCC has made the lecture available for
puchase (only $30!) for those who were not registered to participate in General Synod.

Dr. Joy Angela DeGruy is a nationally and internationally
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renowned researcher and educator. Dr. DeGruy’s
research focuses on the intersection of racism, trauma,
violence and American chattel slavery. She has over thirty
years of practical experience as a professional in the field
of social work. She conducts workshops and trainings in
the areas of intergenerational/historical trauma, mental
health, social justice, improvement strategies and
evidence based model development.

Click to PurchaseClick to Purchase

Clergy Communities of Practice Help Battle Burn-Out
Rev. Michelle Hughes, TPIRC Project Director

More and more pastors are experiencing Clergy Burn-out. 
When the pandemic hit in March of 2020, congregational leaders were
pressed into developing online worship, dramatically increasing their
workload overnight. The increased demands for pastoral care added to the
pressure.

The Lilly Grant, Thriving Pastors In Revitalizing Congregations (TPIRC), is built around
the notion that the more pastors are supported the more congregations will thrive.  

Read more

Become a Community Partner
Vaccine Clinic

The Illinois Department of Health is reaching out to Faith Based Institutions in Illinois that
would be interested in hosting a COVID vaccination event. Opportunities are opening for
more community engagement, and they are trying to collaborate to reach those that were
not able to make it to other sites and would benefit from a more community-centered
vaccination location. Please see the FAQs for more information. Click the button below to
begin the application.

Vaccine Clinic Sign-Up

Faith in Action: Opportunities
from the Justice and Peace

Action Network

Reparations Now: Pass H.R. 40

Black folks in America carry many wounds from their government: Stolen labor, stolen
wealth opportunities by government-sanctioned red-lining, being blocked from the
Homestead Act, discriminatory banking regulations backed by the U.S. government,
continued discriminatory practices that to this day affect Black farmers, and a racial wealth
gap that economists state cannot be fixed by income but rather requires a great repair of
the generational effects of slavery and racism. ... H.R. 40 aims be the first step in
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studying and moving toward racial justice.

Our history as a country of enslavement and white supremacy must be addressed and
H.R. 40 outlines a path for the study of reparations. As people of faith, we believe in
restoration, and that healing and repair are needed for true justice.

Learn About H.R. 40 and Take ActionLearn About H.R. 40 and Take Action

Advocate to End Gun Violence

The United Church of Christ has worked for more
than 20 years to end the plague of gun violence in
America – with our General Synod advocating for
sensible, responsible gun policies and legislation in
three resolutions passed in 1995, and urging the
recognition of gun violence as a public health in need
of scientific research by the CDC and NIH in 2017.
Click here to access the advocacy toolkit put out by
the UCC to help local churches and individuals
advocate for an end to gun violence.

The House of Representatives recently passed H.R. 8, the Background Checks Act of
2021, with bipartisan support. H.R. 8 would require background checks for gun sales and
transfers in the United States. Senator Chris Murphy (CT) has introduced the companion
bill in the Senate. Click the button below to contact your Senators about the bill.

Contact Your Officials About H.R. 8Contact Your Officials About H.R. 8

Our UCC camps have provided an extraordinary
place to unwind and recharge in a natural setting
for spiritual sustenance. We thank our dedicated
staff and the volunteers that are working to
ensure all children will have a camp experience
“out of the ordinary and into the sacred ”.

Please consider your “own special way” to support
our camps, it will be the best investment you will
ever make.

Visit Illinois Outdoor Ministries

Events and Training Opportunities

Ministry Smart Conference
August 11-12, 2021
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ACS Technologies

ACS Technologies is offering two days of  FREE training on all of their programs,
including ACS, Realm, and Mission Insite. The conference is being held virtually for the
first time. This conference will offer intermediate to advance training on various aspects of
the programs - financials, communication, leadership, volunteers, giving, and more! If your
church is considering a change in database or accounting programs, this is a great
opportunity to learn more about programs available and what the benefits may be for your
community of faith. Can't make the training? No worries! All trainings will be available for
viewing through August 31st for those who register.

Register HereRegister Here

Post-Pandemic Worship Planning Webinar
Wednesday, August 11
Worship Design Studio, Marcia McFee

Begin worship planning for the upcoming
program year with provocative ideas for a
post-pandemic world with this FREE
webinar. Thanks to a Lilly Grant, Marcia
McFee (seasoned expert on worship
design) was able to spend months
researching the metamorphosis happening
in churches as we take seriously the
changes and challenges congregations are
facing. Marcia's goal is to help church leaders embrace this as a time of transformation
and explore the possible forms worship can take in the new emerging landscape.

Register Here

Pathways to Hope Virtual Conference
August 27-28, 2021
Chicagoland Trauma Informed Congregations Network

This virtual event is sponsored by NAMI San Antonio, Texas.

Goals of the event include:
Reduce the stigma of mental illness
Activate and engage faith communities to help support families and individuals living
with a mental health disorder
Bring faith community leaders and mental health practitioners together to provide
better community-wide support
Provide information on resources for community members
Promote community inclusion

Register Here

August Meetings and Events

August 3: Property Committee Meeting. 10 a.m. via Zoom.

August 4: Stronger Together as One Conference. 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Featured speaker
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- Rev. Thom Bower from the Association of United Church Educators.

August 7: Personnel Committee Meeting. 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

August 11: Stronger Together as One Conference. 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Featured
Speaker - Rev. Anthony Williams to share about his recent walk to DC to press Biden to
address the violence pandemic. Read more about his journey here.

August 11: Marcia McFee Worship Planning Webinar. 11:00 a.m.

August 11-12: Ministry Smart Conference. Two days of FREE virtual training brought to
you by ACS Technologies (ACS, Realm, MissionInsite, Ministry Smart).

August 17: FAB Committee Meeting. 9:00 a.m. via Zoom.

August 17: Outdoor Ministry Committee Meeting. 6:00 p.m. via Zoom.

August 18: Stronger Together as One Conference. 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Featured
Speaker - Mark Burkhart from ACS Technologies who will be talking to us about Realm.

August 21: Conference Council meeting. 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.

August 23: CMA Justice & Witness Team meeting. 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

August 25: Stronger Together as One Conference. 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Join the Illinois
Conference Ministry Leadership Team for a Conference update.

August 27-28: Pathways To Hope Virtual Conference. Sponsored by NAMI and brought
to you by Chicagoland Trauma Informed Congregations Network.

Upcoming Events

Sept 12-14: Faith in Place's Green Team Summit will be held virtually during the evenings
of September 12-14th. Register for free online to access all the Summit's workshops.

Sept. 23: Strides for Peace Race, 6:00 p.m. Advocate Aurora Health is sponsoring the
annual Strides for Peace Race Against Gun Violence held in Chicago and virtually.

Oct. 1-2: Illinois Conference Women’s Retreat. “Choose Joy” is the theme for this year.
Remember to mark your calendars! More information coming soon.

Oct. 6-7: Association of Interim Ministers invites you to the  AIM Conference happening at
the Starved Rock Conference Center. The theme is "Telling the Real Story" and the
event is open to all clergy, as well as lay leaders and anyone who wants to see biblical
stories in a new light! Click here for more information.

Nov. 20: Illinois Conference Annual Celebration. Save the date!
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Resources and More

Rooted in Love: 2021 Stewardship Theme Materials
United Church of Christ Resources

New stewardship materials available from UCC Resources help
congregations tell their story while making a request for financial
support. The materials include everything needed to run an effective
campaign such as bulletin inserts, pledge cards, graphics, and even
coloring pages! A practical campaign guide provides support for
leaders running their first campaign and offers suggestions for those

looking to customize stewardship messages to their own setting. Options for purchase
include both printed and download formats; prices start at $39.95. 

The materials use the same theme as General Synod - Rooted in Love, drawing
inspiration from Psalm 1: “They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield
their fruit in its season." This means that all the inspiring worship resources created for
General Synod can also be used in Stewardship campaigns this fall.

View Stewardship Resources Here

COVID-19 Vaccination Updates and More
Advocate Health Care (E-Newsletter)

COVID-19 Vaccine
Getting vaccinated is safe, effective, and will help us beat COVID-19. We're currently
vaccinating anyone 12 and older in Illinois and Wisconsin. 

Our Safe Care Promise helps protect you and our team members. Wearing masks, social
distancing and washing your hands are important – even after you’re vaccinated. It’ll take
time to immunize enough people to stop the virus from spreading, so mask up!

COVID-19 Testing
We’re offering COVID-19 tests at our Advocate Immediate Care and Aurora Urgent Care
locations – regardless of symptoms or exposure. Testing is available via walk-in or by
appointment. You can expect to receive your results within 48 hours.

Click here to view the "Safely Reopening Our Doors" Toolkit.
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Click here for the English-language COVID-19 e-newsletterClick here for the English-language COVID-19 e-newsletter

Haga clic aquí para ver Spanish-language COVID-19 e-newsletter

Employment Opportunities

Ministerial opportunities within the United Church of Christ.

Belleville, St. Paul UCC seeks Director of Faith Formation and Care

Chicago (and beyond), Faith in Place seeks Illinois Statewide Outreach Director

Crystal Lake, St. Paul's UCC seeks PT Youth Director

Crystal Lake, St. Pauls's UCC seeks PT Program Director

Des Plaines, Christ Church UCC seeks Church Administrative Assistant

Dundee, First Congregational Church seeks PT Director of Children & Youth Ministries

Westchester, Midwest Ministry Development seeks Contract Counselors

Winnetka Congregational Church seeks Interim Youth & Children Staff Person

Off the Pews seeks Executive Director

Church Newsletter Request

Please send us your newsletters so we can keep up with what's going on in your church.
 
Address for printed newsletters: Illinois Conference UCC, 1840 Westchester Blvd., Suite
200, Westchester, IL 60154. Electronic newsletters: Please add Sarah Lohrbach at
SarahLohrbach@ilucc.org to your church’s mailing list.

Visit ourVisit our
websitewebsite         DONATE NOW!DONATE NOW!

THE ILLINOIS CONFERENCE UCC E-BLAST is published by the Illinois Conference of the United
Church of Christ, 1840 Westchester Blvd., Suite 200, Westchester, IL 60154. The Rev. Molly Carlson,
Conference Minister; Sarah Lohrbach, Editor. Copy may be sent to: SarahLohrbach@ilucc.org. 
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