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Message from the Interim Conference Minister
Rev. Justo González II
Spinning Our Wheels
I want to thank you who have helped move this
conference forward during the past 20 months. We
have accomplished a lot, but, as we stand ready to
continue with new leadership, we are, in so many
ways, still spinning our wheels.
As I began this journey with you; one of the
intentions I articulated during the interview process
was to gift the Illinois Conference by holding a mirror of truth before you. I have done
that many times and I think it is time to do that again.
The truth is there are major issues before us. There is truly little money left. There is no
plan in place how the conference will survive after the Payroll Protection Plan monies
are gone. Will we begin to lay people off again? What is next for the Illinois
Conference? Lay and Clergy leaders don’t know.
We are in the financial crisis we are in because we have mastered the art of talk. It’s
time to master the art of bold, courageous, risk taking change. In spite of all that we
have accomplished over the last 20 months, so much more is needed to finish right
sizing the conference, identifying a clear vision that moves us into the 21st Century, and
challenges us to acknowledge our systemic deficiencies.
Read More

Reflections on this Chaotic Time from the Associate
Conference Minister for Vitality, Transformation and
Sustainability
Rev. Michelle Hughes
This is a chaotic time. “Shelter in Place”, high rates of
unemployment, the constant presence of illness and death has
disrupted our lives. Confusion has taken center stage as we
wonder whom to believe, the economists or the scientists. In the
midst of this chaos, like most of you, I work to establish a new
routine, to create a new pace of my life primarily lived solitary
and virtual. I find I have more time to reflect, read, and tend to
myself. (Well, especially since I have completed all four seasons
of Ozark). I found a nugget of wisdom to help me think about this
chaos. Reading The Source of Self- Regard by Noel Prize winner

Toni Morrison in her introduction titled “Peril” she writes;
“I have been told there are two responses to the perception of chaos: naming and
violence. When the chaos is simply the unknown, the naming can be done effortlessly a new species, star, formula, equation, or prognosis. When chaos resists ... violence
is understood to be the most frequent response and the most rational when confronting
the unknown, the catastrophic. Rational responses may be … censure, incarceration,
holding camps, prisons, or death. There is however a third response to stillness I
have not heard about, which is stillness such stillness can be passivity
or dumbfoundedness; it can be paralytic fear. But it can also be art”
Read More

Little Bets
Rev. Brandyn Simmons
Are you tired? There’s nothing that can wear a pastor or entire
congregation out more than putting all of your time, effort, and
energy into a Hail Mary project to revitalize your church and
then, after months of exertion, have your congregants show very
little buy-in and see the project fall flat.
So, what do we do next? We beat ourselves up, ask ourselves
why we even bothered with this vocation in the first place,
remind ourselves that it’s the congregants’ fault anyway, and then hunker down for a
while under our blanket of complacency and bitterness until the muses whisper the next
big idea into our ear. We just know this one will work (although we doubt it deep inside),
but congregants are thinking, “Another project!?” And so, the cycle repeats.
I am a huge fan of Jim Collins and his books and love the idea of the BHAG (Big Hairy
Audacious Goal), but I’ve also found that they can leave me worn out and cynical if they
don’t go exactly as planned. I also realize that not all of us can be Bill Gates. Lately, I
have discovered an approach that is more manageable and less taxing on the ego:
Little Bets.
Read More

Message from the Illinois Conference President
Rev. Charles Maney
A Turning Point
The Conference Council met on May 13 and made choices
that will lead us into a new way of being a Conference. We
set June 27 as the date of a virtual Annual Business Meeting,
where we will elect officers and vote on the candidate for
Conference Minister. We will announce who that candidate is
once appropriate notifications have been made. Details of the
form and shape of that meeting are being developed, now
that authorization has been granted.
The Finance, Administration and Business (FAB) committee
unveiled their plans for charting a new course in our financial operations. Interviews are
under way for a new Manager of Financial Operations. We accepted a proposal from
the Executive Service Corps, to review our financial workflow and reporting and make
improvement recommendations. (One of our local churches has stepped up to sponsor
this review). And we have committed to the hard work of tracing the identity and
restrictions on the many Restricted Funds in our care and develop the reports and
controls necessary to manage them responsibly.

Read More

Why is ATiiM now AIM?
ATiiM has been, since 1998, a voluntary association of trained Intentional Interim
Ministers in the Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ and the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Illinois & Wisconsin Region.
The purpose of ATiiM has been to:
Support Disciples of Christ (DOC) and United Church of Christ (UCC) clergy who
are called to Intentional Interim Ministry
Support Association, Conference, and Regional staff in finding qualified
Intentional Interims for placement in congregations and judicatory positions
Provide resources to educate clergy and congregations about the roll and
purpose of Intentional Interim Ministry
Support the goals of CCIW and the Illinois Conference to assist congregations in
transition
The responsibilities of ATiiM have included, but are not limited to:
Formulating and revising the Guidelines for Interim Ministry
Developing and revisiting the Clergy Call to Intentional Interim Ministry , as well as
sample contracts/covenants to be used by Intentional Interim Ministers
Sponsoring an annual fall workshop geared to continuing education and
enrichment of Intentional Interims and other pastors
Facilitating area support groups
Establishing and administering the Interim Ministry Support (& Loan) Fund
Read More

Happenings Around the Conference

San Lucas UCC in Chicago Community
Luncheon served over 70 carry out meals and
gave out mask to the needy, and help individuals
in completing the Census. If you or someone you
know is in need of a hot meal, daily meals TO-GO
are available from 12-2 p.m. seven days a
w e e k . In
need
of
groceries,
email
david@ajustharvest.org. To make a donation so
they can continue to feed our community please
v i s i t www.ajustharvest.org. Picture credit: San
Lucas United Church of Christ

Mayor Lori Lightfoot visited Hyde Park Union
Church in Chicago to see the Food Pantry in
action. The Food Pantry has also partnered with
the UChicago Office of Civic Engagement to
provide additional pre-packaged meals. They are
grateful for the volunteers and donors who make
this pantry run. Picture credit: Hyde Park Union
Church

Mental Health News from Advocate Aurora Health
Five things to do to help your mental health
How your mental health can affect your physical health
Want the mental health benefits of exercising? Less may be more
A little more of this could improve your mental health
Tackling the stigma around getting mental health help
Spiritual beliefs may impact physical and mental health
Coronavirus news is everywhere. How can you manage anxiety right now?
Seeadditional articles by subscribing to
Advocate Aurora Health's health enews service.

Disaster Ministries Emergency Request
This request comes from Kane County through the
Northeast Illinois COAD (Community Organizations
Active in Disaster) of which we are a member. As a
result of the recent heavy rainfall, there is severe
flooding in Kane County. Cleanup work is underway
and the county seeks to acquire 200 cleanup kits.
If your congregation has any kits stored, or in assembly, please contact me as soon as
you are able at dart.rc@gmail.com or cell (847) 274-2626.
Rev. Roger Dart
Illinois Conference Disaster Coordinator

National Youth Event: Unite Through the Extraordinary!
A culminating interactive experience

This original song, written for NYE, is an uplifting symbol of unity in
these extraordinary times. In it, we are reminded: we have wisdom,
purpose, and youth. We are here for a time such as this. "Together
We're Strong" is written and performed by Tracy Howe Wispelwey.
Instrumental performance and production are by Aaron Strumpel. It is
mastered by David Wilton.

Please hold July 24-25, 2020 for a culminating interactive experience around UNITE
THROUGH THE EXTRAORDINARY! Many of the original NYE presenters are excited
to be able to put together meaningful content that will be shared via the web and will
include live chat features during and after each premier. More details are soon to come
and will be found on the NYE website at http://www.uccpages.org/nye2020/

In the Media
Chicago preacher Otis Moss III uses film to honor Ahmaud Arbery, address racism
Time for church? Not yet – but maybe soon
Local ministers form a COVID-19 prayer circle
Open Prairie continues to offer opportunities for spiritual care
New Mokena pastor gets a drive-by welcome
Here are some Chicago-area religious services to stream online

Employment Opportunities
Click links to view Ministerial opportunities and lay employment opportunities within the
Illinois Conference.

Conference Calendar for May
May 21: Presentation via Zoom on the New UCC Medicare Advantage w/Rx Plan , 1:00
p.m. Central Time. Upcoming change to the UCC Medicare Plan, effective January 1,
2021, when the Pension Boards will transition to a Medicare Advantage Plan w/Rx for
Medicare-eligible clergy, lay employees, and family members. The new UCC Medicare
Advantage Plan w/Rx, offered through Humana, Inc., replaces the current UCC
Medicare Supplement Plan w/Rx.
May 21: "The Last Pastor: Faithfully Closing a Church" Zoom Webinar , 3:00 p.m.
Eastern Time. How does closing a church impact pastors? Learn leadership skills that
lead to grace-filled transformations and church closure in a zoom webinar with Gail
Cafferata, author of The Last Pastor: Faithfully Steering a Closing Church . Hosted by
Rev. David Schoen and sponsored by the UCC Church Building & Loan Fund.
May 26: Death, Dying and Grief in Isolation: A Conversation about Ministry in Changing
Times, 5:00 p.m. Central Time. Sponsored by PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc.
Hosted by Rev. Traci D. Blackmon, Associate General Minister of the UCC.
May 26: A Holistic approach to copying with the COVID-19 pandemic , 6:30 p.m. Zoom
Meeting. Hosted by Center for Housing Education and Financial Fitness &
Cosmopolitan Community Church. Click here to register.
May 27: Insurance Board presents, "Light in Dark Places: Mental Health and Church
Ministry" with Kevin Brown at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. This discussion will help
churches gain a fresh perspective in identifying mental health concerns. Register here.
May 27: United Church of Christ Church Building & Loan Fund invites you to The Moses
Mind Leading through the Wilderness Webinar at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. A free
webinar that will help to guide church leaders through the new wilderness.
Presentations by: Rev. John Dorhauer, Rev. Dr. Yvette Flunder, Dr. Michele Reed, Rev.
Charles Buck, Rev. Dr. Patrick Duggan, Kenald Bernard, and Rev. Karen McArthur.

May 27: Devotions & Conversation for Clergy and Lay Leaders-Coronavirus, 3:00 p.m.
via Zoom. The Illinois Conference Ministry Leadership Team invites you to the next
scheduled gathering on Zoom.
May 28: Spiritual Care Response for a Global Pandemic, 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. The
webinar will be led by Rev. Dr. Danielle Buhuro, an ACPE Certified Educator currently
serving at Advocate South Suburban and Trinity Hospitals. This workshop will explore
critical questions for providing healing and liberating spiritual care and theological
reflection around COVID-19.

Upcoming Events
June 3: Devotions & Conversation for Clergy and Lay Leaders-Coronavirus, 3:00 p.m.
via Zoom. The Illinois Conference Ministry Leadership Team invites you to the next
scheduled gathering on Zoom.
June 6: CMA Spring Meeting via Zoom . Details and other information will follow but, for
now, save the date!
June 10: Devotions & Conversation for Clergy and Lay Leaders-Coronavirus, 3:00 p.m.
via Zoom. The Illinois Conference Ministry Leadership Team invites you to the next
scheduled gathering on Zoom.
June 17: Devotions & Conversation for Clergy and Lay Leaders-Coronavirus, 3:00 p.m.
via Zoom. The Illinois Conference Ministry Leadership Team invites you to the next
scheduled gathering on Zoom.
June 20: Digital Gathering: Poor People's Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival.
Mass Poor People’s Assembly and Moral March on Washington will be a generationally
transformative digital gathering.
June 27: Virtual Gathering: Business Meeting of the Illinois Conference Annual
Celebration. Watch here for more information as soon as it becomes available.
June 28: A special worship service and send off of Rev. Dr. Ann L. Rosewall from the
ministry of First Congregational Church of Evanston, UCC. This worship service will be
online followed by a virtual coffee hour ️on Zoom. More details to come.
July 24-25, 2020: Virtual Gathering: 2020 National Youth Event . Many of our original
NYE presenters are excited to be able to put together meaningful content which will be
shared via the web and will include live chat features during and after each premier.
More details and registration are soon to come and will be found on the NYE website.
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