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From the Conference Minister

Dear friends and servants of The Christ,

Welcome  to  year  2018.  It
may be that some of us are
happy to leave 2017 behind,
not  because  it  was  not  a
good  year,  but  because  we
are  looking  forward  to  new
blessings,  opportunities  and
experience to come in 2018.

No doubt  many pastors  and
church  members  spent  the
final  months  of  2017  on
planning,  doing  stewardship
campaigns,  discerning  about  budget,  and  the  cost  of
doing  ministry  and  maintaining  staff.  Much  of  this
planning  required  that  we  be  strategic,  work
collaboratively  together  and  secure  members'
commitments. Now at a time of new beginnings, in the
New  Year,  we  prepare  to  re-engage  in  effective  new
approaches to ministry and to the future God is calling us
into. Much like at the final months of 2017, the start of
2018 requires that we are just as strategic, collaborative
and  engaging,  as  we  employ  new  approaches  in  the
implementation of ministry, services and program.

In  our  Conference,  2017  was  a  year  with  much
excitement and achievements.

The  conferences  completed  early  last  year:  a
conference-wide ministry survey with the help of a
student from Elmhurst College. 

Efforts  around the Major  Gift  Initiative raised $2.3
million, much of which is designated to upgrade and
sustain our camps. 
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The Conference Council appointed a Sustainability
Task  Force  that  reviews  the  financial  status  and
available financial resource to sustain our ministry. 

A Sustainability 2 was proposed by our Conference
President and appointed under the leadership of our
Vice  President.  To  discern,  work  on  Conference
mission and structure, which will report in spring or
early summer.

And much more.

Our Conference has in place a task force discerning the
mission and structure that will move us forward. A report
from the task force is expected in the spring or summer.
We can  expect  that  2018  will  bring  new and  exciting
approaches  our  conference  leadership  is  discerning,
sustaining and strengthening our ministry, a ministry in
the hands of able and capable leadership.

The Conference Minister has been attentively listening to
the  various  voices  of  Conference  leadership  and
members envisioning the new and seeking to respond to
God's calling in exciting ways. No doubt that whatever
challenges 2018 brings, we will be ready to respond and
to  show  ongoing  commitment  and  witness  to  God's
mission.  We should all be passionate about our ministry
and excited about the new opportunities the future holds
for us. We are thankful for ministry that is in the hands of
capable and able leadership, guiding us forward.

I  pray  that  our  Conference,  pastors  and  local
congregations continue to invite the abiding presence of
the Holy Spirit in meeting every challenge that may be
before  us  and  turning  each  challenge  into  a  new
opportunity for ministry in 2018.

Peace, health and grace to you,

Rev. Dr. Jorge L. Morales
Conference Minister

Rev. Sally Iberg
Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018

2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Pilgrim Congregational

460 Lake Street, Oak Park
View farewell invite here

Service of Installation
Rev. Dr. Adam Webber

Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018
3:00 p.m.

Open Prairie UCC
25 E. Marion Street,

Princeton

Service of Installation
Rev. James Fisher

Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018
3:00 p.m.

Elburn Community Church
100 East Shannon St.,

Elburn

Spanda Clergy Retreat
Feb. 6 - Feb. 8, 2018

Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries Center,

1834 IL-2, Oregon, Ill.
Click here for more info

(See related article)

CMA Congregational
Life Workshop

Speaker: Rev. Ron Buford
Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Uptown Underground

4713 N. Broadway, Chicago
(See related article)

"Youth Awakening"
Faith and Social  
Witness in 2018"

Feb. 25, 2018
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Elmhurst College
Click here for more info

SAVE THE DATE
Lenten Justice Workshop

Sunday, March 4, 2018
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Congregational UCC,
109 Washington Street,

Algonquin
Click here for more info

Healthy Congregations
Workshop

March 23-24 2018
St. Paul UCC

401 E. Main Street,
Barrington

(See related article)

WISE Congregations for 
Mental Health Conference



Friday, May 4, 2018
St. Paul's UCC,

5739 Dunham Road,  
Downers Grove 

Click here for info

Illinois Conference
Annual Celebration

June 8-9, 2018
Elmhurst College

190 S. Prospect Ave.
Elmhurst  

Report from the Associate Conference Minister for
Stewardship and Church Vitality

Justice through Non-Violent Living

It was October 1955, Louisville, KY. I was an 11-year-old living temporarily with my
adopted Grandmother, Dr. Abbie Clement Jackson. On a Saturday morning when she
was the keynote speaker at the AME conference just down the street, I was waiting at
the front door for Grandma's escort to arrive to walk her down to the AME church. I
was excited, because her "escort" was Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

What little I know of Dr. King and his ministry is that throughout his life his commitment
to non-violence increased in word and deed; he believed that justice can be achieved
through active non-violence. Like Christ and Dr. King's hero Mahatma Gandhi, we are
asked to win over our enemy by the power of love. If the only solution we see is to
eliminate our enemy, we not only fail to recognize the "enemy" within ourselves but
also we end up destroying some of ourselves when we destroy our enemy.

Dr. King understood that the power that fuels active non-violence is spiritual. It is soul
force. When we remember whose we are at the core of our being, love can flow from
us  naturally.  Gandhi  believed  that  "non-violence  is  based  on  the  assumption  that
human  nature  in  its  essence  is  One  and  therefore  unfailingly  responds  to  the
advances of love", (Gandhi on Non-Violence, ed. Thomas Merton).

As we reflect on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. let's take a look at our church and our
lives. Reconciliation and healing of our divisive, troubled and hurting world and its
social, occupational and economic systems until it first takes root in us as powerful
and transformative love.

On that same October 1955, that afternoon, Dr. King and his parents came back to the
house for conversation and coffee. He asked me, "David, what is it like being the only
white boy in an all Negro school?"... "Normal" I said. My only friends, Boy Scout troop,
and church were African American. It's the only thing I know.

Perhaps as we look at the life and ministry of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we can
remember his dream of little children, black and white, playing together. And not only
remember but, may we live the love of Christ in ways that nonviolently transforms hate
and fear.

Rev. Dr. David Russell
Interim Associate Conference Minister
for Stewardship and Church Vitality



Report from the Fox Valley Association

Hope is the thing with feathers  
That perches in the soul,  
And sings the tune without the words,  
And never stops at all,  

And sweetest in the gale is heard;          
And sore must be the storm  
That could abash the little bird  
That kept so many warm.  

I've heard it in the chillest land,  
And on the strangest sea;         
Yet, never, in extremity,  
It asked a crumb of me. - Emily Dickinson, 1830 - 1886

Friends, as the calendar year begins, we find ourselves looking both backwards to
what has been, and forward to what will be.  To be certain, last year was a challenge
for many, for many reasons; economic, personal, medical, social and political.  The
economy has been improving, but not for everyone.  

In the midst of all of this, we must have hope.  Emily Dickinson wrote this poem in
response to a sermon she heard on the subject of hope while she was at Mt. Holyoke
College, before her self-imposed withdrawal from the world.  

I  encourage all  of you reading this article to simply have hope.  Hope that God is
working out what needs to be worked out.  Hope that the future of the church, while
unclear, is a bright one.  Hope that those who serve us in positions of leadership in
government, in our communities, and even in our churches are working towards the
best possible outcomes.  

*********

We have a full calendar of events coming up in the Fox Valley Association, which you
will find elsewhere in this newsletter.  You're encouraged to attend as many things as
possible.  I particularly encourage you to hold April 28 open, as that will be our Fox
Valley Association Spring Meeting and we are planning something interesting and
different! As always, I am here to serve you all.  

Hopeful blessings, 

The Rev. Dr. James J. Olson, OCC
Acting Associate Conference Minister  
Fox Valley Association and Chicago Metropolitan Association

New from the Chicago Metropolitan Association 

Effective Feb. 1, 2018, during the Rev. Dr. Vertie Powers' three-month sabbatical, Rev.
Benjamin Ledell Reynolds will serve as the part-time Interim Associate Conference
Minister  for  Chicago  Metropolitan  Association.  Benjamin  commands  a  wealth  of
ministry and administrative experience. Known for the pastoral presence he brings to
his  work,  currently  Benjamin  is  serving  a  call  as  Dean  of  Students  at  Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary.  In 2009, he was the successful Transitional Pastor
for Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ of Oak Park.



Rev.  Reynolds is  a native of  Colorado Springs,  and earned a Bachelor  of  Arts in
Communication from the University of Denver; a Master of Divinity at Iliff School of
Theology (Denver);  and is a student in the Ph.D. program at  Chicago Theological
Seminary. He has a passion for building community in keeping with Christ's teaching;
empowering and advocating persons so they flourish in their vocational calls.

Please welcome him with all of the love shown to Rev. Powers!

First Congregational Church of West Chicago's Legacy

The First Congregational Church, West Chicago was established in 1856, and in the
process of ending its ministry leaves a legacy through its gifts to conference ministry.
The congregants of the church have decided to honor those who for 150 years have
given  of  themselves,  their  talents,  love  and  witness  to  Christ  through  the  United
Church of Christ.

Our Conference has been the recipient of gifts from the sale of the congregation's
former  home,  building.  Their  gifts  will  help  to  continue  and  sustain  the  on-going
ministry of Jesus the Christ, even after the congregation ends its ministry.

The  following  gifts  have  been  designated  for  our  Conference  as  a  legacy  of  the
church, its members and to the glory of Jesus' mission in the world:

A gift  in  the amount  of  $250,000 to the Major  Gift  Initiative in  support  of  the
expansion of Pilgrim Park Camp and Conference Center.

A  gift  in  the  amount  of  $50,000  in  support  of  Conference  new  church
development.

A gift in the amount of $15,000 in support of Tower Hill Camp and Retreat Center.

The congregation also made a $10,000 gift to the Chicago Theological Seminary
Scholarship in support  of  one or more members of the church within the Fox
Valley Association.

They made a variety of other gifts to social service agencies, and surrounding UCC
congregations.  

We are grateful to the church and its congregants for their passion, love of Jesus and
the ministry of our conference. The church, in recent years, has been served by the
committed and faithful leadership of Erlaine Born and Rebecca Hall, among others.

Update from Tower Hill Camp

We are so excited about coming into 2018. There have been so many changes that
have happened here, from gaining new family and friends to enjoying and celebrating
our current Tower Hill families. The Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ
and Outdoor Ministries Committee has continued to support, encourage, and share
their love of Christ with us. Thank you for all that you contribute each and every year.

New Cottages in 2018. With the New Year starting off so wonderfully, Tower Hill has
been working diligently in finishing up our second major building projects, our new and



well-crafted  cottages.  The  designs  of  each  cottage  have  been  turning  out
tremendously and thanks to the cottage project architect and construction teams. The
cottages will be up in ready to be used in as just a few short months. We can't wait for
our new cottages to be available to families, church organizations, and new friends
that want to find a new camp and retreat to visit.

Sample design of the new cottages (left) and updated progress (right).

Click here to view Tower Hill Camp Facility Rates for 2018.

Renewal, Revisioning and Revitalization workshop 

Rev.  Chris  Davies,  Coordinator  for  Local  Church  Development  at  the  national
setting, will be facilitating a conversation and workshop, "Be the Church Today and
Vision Tomorrow".  On Monday, Feb. 5 at the Illinois Conference office from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Thinking beyond "butts in the pew and bucks in the plate", how do we innovate the
church and get to be the very best version of church God calls us to be.  We will look
on  a  planning  tool,  including  an  assessment  to  grow where  your  community  has
passion and where your neighborhood has needs.

YOU ARE INVITED!

Please RSVP to Rev. Dr. David Russell at ilconfdavid@gmail.com.

Intersection of Human Rights and Restorative Justice: A Call
to Action

On  Saturday,  Jan.  27,  2018,  the  Chicago
Metropolitan  Association  Justice  and  Witness
Committee will sponsor a teach-in and conference
"The  Intersection  of  Human  Rights  and
Restorative  Justice:  A  Call  to  Action"  from 9:30
a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  at  McCormick  Theological
Seminary, 5460 S. University Avenue, Chicago, Ill.

The  Teach-In  will  be  led  by  Vicki  Casanova,  a
leader  in  the  national  human  rights  movements
and leaders from Nehemiah Trinity Rising, a faith-



Rev. Ron Buford

Homes  affected  from  the  Fox  River  in  Lake

County flooding.

based,  restorative justice practice.  There will  be small  group discussion with  local
leaders organizing against injustice in many areas of concern.

It will be a day of inspiration and fellowship. Click here for to view event information. 
Please click here to register by Jan. 20.

For other inquiries contact Betsy Martin at ewmartin1513@gmail.com.

CMA to hold Life Workshop

You are invited to a workshop led by Rev. Ron Buford,
former director of the UCC's Still Speaking Campaign and
now Pastor of Congregational Community Church UCC of
Sunnyvale, CA. It will be held on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018,
from  9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  at  Uptown  Underground,
4713 N. Broadway. Uptown Underground is  the church
home  of  The  Lighthouse  Church  of  Chicago,  led  by
Pastor Jamie Frazier. It is located near the Lawrence stop
on  the  CTA's  Red  Line.  The  building  is  wheelchair
accessible.

A  variety  of  issues  will  be  addressed:
communication/technology,  revitalization,  marketing/branding,  especially  to  non-
church people; finding resources, including financial, for evangelism.

All  Illinois  Conference  Associations  are  invited.  People  wishing  to  attend  should
contact  Rev.  Wayne  MacPherson,  Administrative  Support  Staff  at  Chicago
Metropolitan Association e-mail ilconfwayne@gmail.com.  

Fox Valley Association Justice and Witness Committee
challenges Illinois Conference churches

Melissa  lives  in  a  small  community
along  the  Fox  River  in  Lake  County,
Illinois.

The  rain  that  was  almost  tropical  in
intensity  had  begun  around  midnight,
and  had  not  stopped  for  almost  12
hours.  Nine  inches  of  rain  had  fallen.
First,  the  creeks  overflowed,  then
spilled  into  the  river.    Soon  the  river
rose  up  past  its  banks,  and  was  still
rising.   The angry  brown water  of  the
Fox  now  swirled  up  around  her  front
door and charged relentlessly into her living room, spreading filthy, foamy chaos into
her life.

The water finally stopped rising after several hours. There was now about three feet of
it  in every room of her home. Her car had floated away into the next block of her
street. Melissa wanted to stay with her home, but had to evacuate with the help of two
firemen and a small motorboat. Now soaked and shivering, she was wrapped in a
blanket, sitting in the fire department, waiting for the rains to stop.



Days later, the waters receded, and Melissa was able to return to what was left of her
life. "How will I ever get this mess cleaned up?" she wondered, as she stepped in the
muddy scum that covered everything in her house. She wept as she started pulling
her clothing out of the mud. "I've lost almost everything."

Later that day, a Red Cross worker stopped by and handed Melissa a flyer about a
Multi-Agency  Resource  Center  that  was  being  opened  for  anyone  who  had
experienced losses from the flooding. Located in a vacant supermarket, Melissa was
guided through an array of tables manned by the various agencies who would be
providing her with help in her own recovery efforts.

She was then guided to work stations where she was given some clothing, and a
Church  World  Service  Cleanup  Bucket  Kit.   This  kit  contains  some  of  the  badly
needed necessary materials to help Melissa to get started in cleaning up her home.

Would  you  like  to  help  someone  like  Melissa?   You  can  do  that  simply  by
providing even one of the ingredients for that Cleanup Bucket Kit.  How?  Just
ask you church mission team!

Maybe your church thinks it is too small to contribute to something like this. Not so!

The Fox Valley Association Justice and Witness Committee, in conjunction with the
Conference Disaster Ministry is sponsoring the "100 Bucket Brigade" event for the
Great Lakes Region Annual Youth Event to be held at Elmhurst College, Elmhurst, Ill.
from July 5 - 8, 2018.

Fox Valley Association churches will be asked to provide a single item to go into the
bucket so that our youth can assemble ONE HUNDRED CWS Bucket Kits!  Roger
Dart, Conference Disaster Coordinator, is coordinating the "bucket list" and connecting
with each church to see which item(s) they are able to collect or fund.

Each church will be asked to provide 50 - 100 of the same item, depending on the
cost of the items, some may be divided into 2 churches. There are 14 items on the list,
and 43 churches. Collection sites and times will be announced in the coming months.

Seem like a lot of kits? Know that when the Fox River flooded last July, over 600 kits
were distributed. There are never enough kits in our warehouses to meet immediate
needs.

The Fox Valley Association Justice & Witness also challenges our sister associations
to match our efforts!    

News from the Prairie Association 

Colleagues in ministry, 

Grace and peace. 

The Prairie  Association cordially  invites you to  celebrate  with  the  congregation  of
Open Prairie UCC, Princeton,  the installation of  their  pastor and teacher,  Rev. Dr.



Adam Webber.  Installation service will take place on Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018, at 3:00
p.m. at  Open Prairie UCC, 25 E. Marion Street,  Princeton.   Refreshments  will  be
offered following the service.

Hope to see you on Jan. 21, as we celebrate this important milestone!

Rev. Kathy Lawes
Associate Conference Minister Serving Prairie and  
Western Associations Illinois Conference United Church of Christ

Environmental Task Force announces updates for 2018

"Every  Epiphany  requires  a  journey"  some  require  moving  your  feet,  all  require
moving your heart, mind & soul. Is your Faith Community willing to go on a journey
towards an Epiphany in 2018?

At  the  www.SustainingCreation.org  website,  you  will  find  all  of  the  resources
necessary for your Faith Community to join together in a journey that will help you to
discern how God is calling us to respond to the Earth's Sustainability crisis.

You will find that there are currently 20 short "Come & See" videos exploring hope
arising from the intersection of Faith and Technology with a new video coming out
each week.

You will find the 8-part extensive video series "Sustaining Creation - A Faith Journey
for Small Groups".

You  will  also  find  the  chart  of  48  "Action  Steps"  that  you  can  take  towards  a
sustainable way of living starting today. Wouldn't that be a great resolution for the New
Year?

Last but not least, if you would like some help kicking off this journey or just simply
exploring all these options, Rev. Dr. Terry Gallagher is available to meet, preach and
to teach. Contact him at  terrenceggallagher@hotmail.com or (734) 497-9310.

Scripture: For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. (1Cor13:12)

Prayer: God of all, cast aside our intentional dimness, call forth your poets, crafters of
song & word & art to use the gifts that you have given them for the greater good and
while you're at it, evoke the rest of us to disturb our society sufficient that we save
your children. This day and all days, Amen.

Installation of Rev. Mark Jacobs

On Sunday, Dec. 10, 2017 Mark Jacobs was ordained into Christian Ministry at St.
Peter's United Church of Christ,  Champaign, Ill.  The Rev. Tom Norwalk, Associate
Conference  Minister  for  Eastern  (and  Western)  Association  let  the  ordination  and
installation service. Rev. Laurie Hill, who was the minister at St. Peter's when Mark
was called to ministry, preached the sermon for the day.

Rev.  Mark  Jacobs  is  now  the  Outreach
Minister for St. Peter's UCC, Champaign. The



Rev.  Tom  Norwalk  (top  left)  leads
ordination and installation service as St.
Peter's  UCC,  Champaign,  welcomes

Rev. Mark Jacobs (bottom right).

congregation  rejoices  in  this  wonderful
addition  to  the  staff,  and  the  mission  and
ministry  Mark  brings  as  he  serves
Champaign-Urbana care facilities on behalf of
the church.

-- Rev. Deborah Owen

Upcoming events in the Fox Valley Association 

Mark your church calendar!

Jan. 21, 2018
Installation for Rev. James Fisher
3:00 pm
Elburn Community Church, 100 East Shannon Street, Elburn

Feb. 17, 2018
CMA Congregational Life Workshop with Rev. Ron Buford
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Uptown Underground, 4713 N. Broadway, Chicago

March 4, 2018
Lenten Justice Workshop
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Congregational UCC, 109 Washington Street, Algonquin

March 23 - 24, 2018
Healthy Congregations - Conflict resolution
St. Paul Barrington, 401 E. Main Street, Barrington

April 28, 2018
Fox Valley Association Spring Meeting
Congregational UCC, 40 West 451 Fox Mill Boulevard, St. Charles

May 4, 2018
WISE Congregations for Mental Health Workshop
St. Paul's UCC, 5739 Dunham Road, Downers Grove

June 8-9, 2018
Illinois Conference Annual Celebration
Elmhurst College, 190 S. Prospect Ave., Elmhurst 

July 5-8, 2018
Great Lakes Regional Youth Event



Elmhurst College,190 S. Prospect Ave., Elmhurst 

Upcoming events can be viewed on the Illinois Conference website click here.  

Spanda Clergy Retreat led by Rev. Brandy Simmons 

Spanda Clergy Retreat led by Rev. Brandyn Simmons. A retreat for clergy who are
burnt  out,  heading  there,  or  just  want  to  get  healthy.  In  this  retreat  we  will  get
recentered, experience solitude, find our True Self, and design a life/vocation around
that True Self. Retreat will  be held on Feb. 6 - Feb. 8, 2018, at Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries Center, Oregon, Ill.

Sponsored  by  Chicago  Metropolitan  Association,  Fox  Valley  Association,  Prairie
Association, and the Western Associations of the Illinois Conference UCC.

To register and for additional information click here.

Healthy Congregations Workshop

The Fox Valley Association and St. Paul UCC Barrington invite you to participate in a
Healthy  Congregations  Workshop,  facilitated  by  the  Lombard  Mennonite  Peace
Center, on Friday, March 23, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 24, 9:00 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. The event will be held at St. Paul UCC, 401 E. Main Street, Barrington, Ill.  

The event is free to all participants and includes all workshop materials, snacks and
Saturday lunch. It is open to all clergy and lay persons. To register, please e-mail St.
Paul UCC at stpauluccchurch@gmail.com or call the church office at (847) 381-0460.

The Healthy Congregations workshop is designed to equip leaders to respond to the
presence or potential threat of anxiety in a congregational system in ways that prevent
destructive  conflict  and  help  the  church  stay  focused  on  its  unique  mission  and
purpose. This workshop will help you:

Learn how you as a leader can influence the health of your congregation - how
to detect and avoid unhealthy patterns of living together in community
Learn how to keep anxiety from becoming infectious
Gain confidence in responding to challenges and opportunities
Learn how to put limits on invasive behavior, manage reactivity, and overcome
sabotage
Discover how leaders can function as the congregation's immune system
Learn to focus on strengths, resources, options, and the future

For more information about the workshop and the information you will learn, please go
to the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center website at https://www.lmpeacecenter.org
/workshops/hc/

Celebrate Seminary Sunday on Feb. 25 

Why Celebrate Seminary Sunday?

Our UCC seminaries are filled with faithful, committed students seeking the skills and
wisdom necessary to lead the church in the 21st century. Our congregations need
these students. In our region, we are blessed to have three fine UCC seminaries -
Chicago, United, and Eden. Each of these seminaries provides quality education for
pastors and lay leaders, and they provide research and resources that serve the entire



UCC.

How to Celebrate Seminary Sunday

Lift up our UCC seminaries and seminarians in prayer, in mission moments, and
in your bulletins.
Post materials about Chicago, Eden, and United Seminaries on bulletin boards.
Include a special prayer or litany in your service.
Show a five-minute CUE Seminaries DVD.
Include a gift  to CUE Seminaries in your church budget or to take a special
offering.
DVDs,  bulletin  inserts,  posters,  and  offering  envelopes  are  available  CUE
Seminaries website: http://www.cueseminaries.org/

Please join us on Feb. 25, in supporting the current and future leadership of the UCC
by celebrating Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries.

If you would like someone from a CUE Seminary to visit your congregation to help
with worship leadership for Seminary Sunday, please contact:

Chicago Theological Seminary Chad Schwickerath
(chad.schwicherath@ctschicago.edu or (773) 896-2434)

United Theological Seminary Carla Marchio (cmarchio@unitedseminary.edu or (651)
255-6138)

Eden Theological Seminary Lorin Cope (lcope@eden.edu or (314) 918-2549)

Each seminary will do its best to accommodate each request.

Kiely Todd Roska
Director, CUE Seminaries

Upcoming Youth Events 



Employment Opportunities  

To view employment opportunities within the Illinois Conference click here.

Conference e-mail and website information

Listed below are the e-mail addresses and the website information:

Illinois Conference general e-mail:  ilconferenceucc@gmail.com
Conference Minister Jorge Morales: ilconfjorge@gmail.com
Interim Associate Conference Minster (Stewardship and Church Vitality)
       David Russell: ilconfdavid@gmail.com
Associate Conference Minister (Prairie\Western) Kathy Lawes: 
ilconfkathy@gmail.com
Associate Conference Minister (Eastern\Western) Tom Norwalk: 
ilconftom@gmail.com
Acting Associate Conference Minister (Fox Valley/CMA) James Olson:
ilconfjames@gmail.com
Associate Conference Minister (CMA) Vertie Powers:  ilconfvertie@gmail.com
Conference Controller Bill Serritella:  ilconfbill@gmail.com
Tower Hill Camp:  towerhillcamp@gmail.com
Pilgrim Park Camp:  odmregistrar@gmail.com

Illinois Conference support staff:
Naomi Else:  ilconfnaomi@gmail.com
Carmen Torres:  ilconfcarmen@gmail.com
Wayne MacPherson (CMA):  ilconfwayne@gmail.com
Julie Grendahl (Prairie):  ilconfpajulie@gmail.com
Connie Owens (Western):  ilconfconnie@gmail.com
Tracy Diehl (Bookkeeper Conf.):  ilconftracy@gmail.com

Please visit the Illinois Conference website at www.ilucc.org.   

The Illinois Conference now is on Facebook; look for us.

Also, online giving now is available on the website. 
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