December 2020

Message from the Outdoor Ministries

Rev. Tracy Heilman, Site Director, Tower Hill Camp & Retreat Center
Mr. Mitch Kloster, Site Director, Pilgrim Park Camp & Conference Center
We know the burden that our clergy are bearing
during this pandemic time. We know of the
additional grief they are carrying as well as the
additional work they are doing as they learn new
technologies to adapt. We want to offer our clergy
the opportunity for some time of renewal and rest.
We have cottages and cabins available at no cost.
These are self-contained facilities where clergy and
their household can step away from the ordinary
and enter into a sacred space. (We would gladly
accept donations towards the cleaning fee, but do
not want finances to keep any clergy from
accepting this invitation.)
We would love and appreciate if clergy would use this setting for recording a portion of a
worship service. Consider recording a reading of the scripture passage, pastoral prayer,
offering, etc.
Please contact us directly if you would like to take advantage of this special "Praycation"
offering.
Be well,
Tracy and Mitch
Tower Hill: (269) 426-3881 or ilconftracyth@gmail.com
Pilgrim Park: (815) 447-2390 or pilgrimparkmanager@gmail.com

A Very UCC Christmas: 2020
Brought to you by the United Church of Christ National Setting
The staff of the national setting has work on a
Christmas Pageant and full worship service. Eleven
digital hymns, a movie and a pageant of lessons and
carols, produced by the national setting of the United
Church of Christ, are available to local churches for
Advent and Christmas.

Click here for information

WHY I GIVE TO THE CHURCH
Chuck Dill
I give because my mom makes me
and it feels good to do.
Like paying for a delicious meal
and you get a doggy bag too.
This particular café dishes what I like and need
both feeding souls that hunger but also plants a seed.
Love for all is preached here and that is what I crave
I was born with that spirit in me and I’ll take it to my grave.
I give because of the way you give
the way you sail this ship.
This church serves overwhelming meals
I should leave a better tip.
St. Mark UCC in Chicago Heights has always been a faithful congregation. Rev. Cheryl
Roberts, Pastor of St. Mark UCC received the above poem during their recent stewardship
season. Chuck Dill is the son of Dorothy Dill, a faithful member of St. Mark UCC who has
served the Chicago Metropolitan Association and the Illinois Conference for many decades.
Dorothy is the “my mom” of the poem.

Happenings Around the Conference

A group of volunteers from St. John United
Church of Christ in Kankakee travel to Biloxi,
MS last month to aid and work with Back
Bay Mission in helping with Hurricane
recovery. Picture credit: Back Bay Mission
(Facebook Page)

What Love in action does at Plainfield
Congregational UCC in Plainfield. The Stars
of Hope program at MorningStar Mission
received two trunk loads of gifts, lovingly
adopted, shopped for, wrapped and tagged
by church members. Picture credit: Plainfield
Congregational
UCC,
Plainfield
(Newsletter/Facebook Page)

Educational Programs Designed for White Church Members Who
Want to Learn About Their Power to Change Structural Racism
Justice and Witness Ministry of the Chicago Metropolitan Association

The Justice and Witness Ministry of the Chicago
Metropolitan Association of the Illinois Conference of
the United Church of Christ has put together
educational programs plus other resources for White
church members who want to learn about structural
racism and how to help bring about change.
Visit website

Training Opportunities and Resources
United Church of Christ Mental Health Network and
NAMI - Mental Health Tools and Resources

Visit website

Click to here read newsletter

Faith-based Organizing Training for Justice
Four Theological Framings of Resistance as Discipleship
The United Church of Christ and the National Council of
Churches have joined forces to offer faith-based organizing
training to the wider church and beyond. During this Advent
season of viral pandemics, racial injustice, economic
uncertainty, physical isolation, and socio-political strife, how
does one prepare for what is to come? Advent is the season
Christians are called to prepare for the coming of Jesus in the
world and, with Jesus, the in-breaking of justice. What
distinguishes faith-based organizing from other trainings is our
reason why. These trainings are built on a foundation of
discipleship.

Click here to Register

From our covenant Partner, Advocate Aurora Health
COVID 19 and Flu Resources for Your Faith Community

See flyer in English and Spanish

See flyer in English

Click to download this
COVID-19 resource flyer

Faith and Mental Health Specialist and Liaison Services
Amy McNicholas, LCPC, Faith and Mental Health Specialist for Advocate Aurora Health ,
is committed to supporting the emotional well-being of faith communities through a variety of
programs and services:
Individual clergy consultations
Informational webinars (topics to fit your needs)
Online support groups
Virtual Mental Health First Aid
Emotional well-being resources
Please email or call if you need support: amy.mcnicholas@aah.org or (630) 929-9103.

The Inn of God's Forgiveness
Adam Webber
Adam Webber, pastor of Open Prairie UCC in Princeton, has created a
beautiful resource of hymns, essays, and companion videos entitled "The Inn
of God's Forgiveness". It is available now at Adam's online store. You can
also purchase the "The Inn of God's Forgiveness " (paperback and Kindle
version) at Amazon.com.
All proceeds support the ministries of Open Prairie UCC in Princeton.

Generations: A Journal of Faith and Finance
The first issue of a new Pension Boards online publication,
Generations: A Journal of Faith and Finance, addresses a variety of
current issues related to the places in our personal and corporate
economic lives where the values of faith intersect with our financial
obligations and opportunities. The inaugural issue is themed:
“Mobilizing Resources for Change.”
Read it here >>

In the Media
Coalition working on homeless issues in Jefferson Park, seeks public bathroom at or near
CTA Terminal
Chicago church releases a beer for Advent — and the end of the world
Oregon has shown us how to finally end the war on drugs
Article published recently written by Alexander E. Sharp who is a CMA United Church of Christ minister and
executive director of Clergy for a New Drug Policy.

‘We're not asking for any more than what we are already deserved’
Young advocates form green team to bring new trees, healthy food to South Side
neighborhoods

Employment Opportunities
Click links to view Ministerial opportunities and lay employment opportunities within the
Illinois Conference.

Conference and UCC Calendar for December
December 5: To the Clergy and Laity of the Eastern Association and The Committee on
Ministry of the Eastern Association, Illinois Conference,United Church of Christ reminds you
to register for and attend the Ecclesiastical Council for Matthew Wolf, 3:00 p.m. via ZOOM.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing the Zoom link for joining the
event. If you need assistance registering,please contact Rev. Kim Wood at (630) 707-9991.
Register here.
December 8: Clergy Conversation Isolation- The Covid and its impact on older adults , 10:00
a.m. via Zoom. Advocate Faith and Health Partnerships invite all faith leaders to a virtual
clergy conversation on social isolation of older adults.
December 9: The EPA in 2021: Prioritizing Moral Accountability - UCC Webinar 12: 00 p.m.
via Zoom. This webinar is co-hosted by the Rev. Dr. Brooks Berndt of the United Church of
Christ Environmental Justice Ministry and the Rev. Michael Malcom of Alabama Interfaith
Power & Light and the People's Justice Council.
December 9: All Conference Chat: Devotions and Conversation for Clergy and Lay Leaders ,
3:00 p.m. via Zoom.
December 9: LGBTQIA+ Platform discovery session, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Join Rev. Jason
Carson Wilson and learn more about how you can work with Community Renewal Society to
create a safer and just world, where all LGBTQIA+ people live with dignity, live in peace, and
enjoy equality.

December 12: Chicago Community Chorus Holiday Concert , 6:45 p.m. via YouTube. This
free concert features holiday music for every musical taste, from Hebrew and Mexican
folksongs to gospel. Something for everyone!
December 13: Festival of Giving at St. John UCC, Palatine , noon to 4:00 p.m.
December 16: All Conference Chat: Devotions and Conversation for Clergy and Lay
Leaders, 3:00 p.m. via Zoom.

Upcoming Events in 2021
January 6: All Conference Chat: Devotions and Conversation for Clergy and Lay Leaders ,
3:00 p.m. via Zoom.
January 18 or 22: Empowering Communication: A Tool to Overcome Divisions and Liberate
Love in Ourselves and Others (Workshop 1), 11:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. CT via Zoom. Sponsored
by Institute for Empowering Communication. Facilitators: Rev. Joel Westby and Rev. Leslie
Ritter-Jenkins.
January 25 or 29: Bridging Deep Divides: How Empowering Communication Builds
Connection, Trust, and Community (Workshop 2), 11:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. CT via Zoom.
Sponsored by Institute for Empowering Communication. Facilitators: Rev. Joel Westby and
Rev. Leslie Ritter-Jenkins.
February 1 or 5: Self Care that is Not Selfish: Five Steps to Healing, Renewal, and Moving
Forward with Clarity (Workshop 3), 11:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. CT via Zoom. Sponsored by
Institute for Empowering Communication. Facilitators: Rev. Joel Westby and Rev. Leslie
Ritter-Jenkins.
February 8 or 12: Lead from the Heart: Step into Your Authority without Becoming
Authoritarian (Workshop 4), 11:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. CT via Zoom. Sponsored by Institute for
Empowering Communication. Facilitators: Rev. Joel Westby and Rev. Leslie Ritter-Jenkins.
July 11-18: 2021 General Synod 33 - Rooted in Love

Update on Illinois Conference Offices
Illinois Conference staff has returned to the office on a limited basis. Half of the staff are in
the office on their schedule days to allow for physical distancing. When not in the office, staff
will continue to work from their homes. The office will remain closed to the public until further
notice. Please remember you can always reach us by e-mail and let us know how we can be
helpful.

Visit our website
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