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The Burden of Medical Debt
Part II: The Human Cost

Rev. Dr. David McCurdy

When "past-due" medical bills are pursued and reported as medical debt, predictable harms
and human suffering follow.

Financially, medical debt does long-term damage - lasting for years - to a person's credit
history, and thus their purchasing power. It undercuts their financial stability, threatens their
ability to pay other bills, and erodes their ability to save. Worse yet, medical debt
contributes significantly to over half of all bankruptcies.

Day to day, medical debt in collections exposes people to recurring phone calls - even
persistent harassment - from collections agencies. Many people live in dread of the next call.

Emotionally, living with chronic debt of any kind is  stressful and draining, and damaging to
self-esteem. The daily pressure of debt is stifling. People may feel they have failed, or failed
their families, when debt hangs over them. 

Ironically, medical debt is the lasting side effect of medical care that aims to heal
us. This debt is hazardous to both present and future health. The person with medical debt
may seek to minimize new medical spending. They put off doctor visits, "ration" (i.e. reduce or
skip) medication doses, or refrain from seeking care at all.

Add to all that chronic worry over unpaid medical bills, which undermines well-being on a
daily basis. As Wendell Berry once put it, "How can we get well if we are worried sick about
money?"

* * * * *

The "$10M in 10 Weeks" debt forgiveness campaign is in full swing! We enthusiastically invite
and strongly encourage EVERY congregation  to participate, and we welcome every
contribution. Remember, even a little goes a long way. "Cast your bread upon the water"
(Eccl. 11), and it will literally yield debt forgiveness a hundred times over. For every $1
donated, $100 in medical debt will be erased.

If every church donated to this campaign, it would take less than $500 per church  to meet
our goal of $100,000 in order to relieve $10 Million in medical debt - together as the Illinois
Conference!

10 Million in 10 Weeks!!

http://ilucc.org/2021-medical-debt-relief-campaign/
http://ilucc.org/illinois-conference/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOQALF2kfpqFNvXA9bibeM09skSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p9U6XzDpDymQZZl3fjccFgs=&ver=3


Campaign Runs Through December 10

To learn more about the Medical Debt Relief
Campaign in the Illinois Conference, click the
button below. You will be directed to our
campaign webpage. You will find resources
including: ready to go bulletin inserts, videos,
and the recording of our All Conference Chat
with Sekinah Hamlin, UCC Minister for
Economic Justice.

Visit our website

And we Celebrate!!!

Volunteers Painting the Pilgrim Park Conference Center!

Last weekend, volunteers from St. Luke Union Church in Bloomington and Second
Congregational UCC/First Presbyterian Church in Rockford came out to Pilgrim Park
Camp to help prep and paint the exterior of the Conference Center. They were able to almost
entirely finish the new paint job before the rain came in. Thank you to our volunteers who
came out! This was a big project and we sincerely appreciate your help!

Support the work of the
Illinois Conference

with your gifts today!
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